On 29/10/2025 12:41, Info Ethical Standards wrote:
Dear Nick,

Thank you for your email of the 22nd of October 2025, requesting a recording provided to us by the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority (LLTNPA) in case reference NPA/LLT/4337.

I am responding to your request under the terms of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA).

This recording constitutes evidence provided to us by the LLTNPA in relation to NPA/LLT/4337. 
We obtained this evidence using our powers under section 13 of the Ethical Standards in Public Life etc. (Scotland) Act 2000.
As such there is a quality of confidentiality around such material.
Releasing evidence provided to us would seriously affect how we would be able to operate in future.
It is clear that in many instances witnesses and respondents would feel inhibited in meaningfully engaging with us if they knew that every aspect of their evidence and opinions might be made public.
This lack of engagement would undermine our statutory functions, and this would impair and ultimately undermine the investigation process.

As a result, this information is being withheld under section 35(1)(g) & 2(b) of FOISA and applies when the release of information may substantially prejudice our ability to investigate complaints about improper conduct.

Under section 35(1)(g) we must consider whether releasing the information would be in the public interest.
The Commissioner found there was no breach in this case and released the "No Breach" report to you.
This provides details about how we investigated and reached our conclusions, as well as a summary of the recording.
Given the material requested is evidence, we found there was no breach of the Code and released our report to you, we consider the public interest has been served.

It is open to you to request the recording direct from the LLTNPA.

If you are unhappy with how your request for information has been handled, you should write back to us at info@ethicalstandards.org.uk. 
Your request for review should be made within 40 working days and should explain why you are dissatisfied with our response. 
If you are not content with the outcome of our review, you may apply directly to the Scottish Information Commissioner for a decision. 
Generally, the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the review procedure provided by the Ethical Standards Commissioner. 
More information can be found on the Scottish Information Commissioner’s website: www.foi.scot/your-rights .

Kind regards, James
James Coburn (He / Him)
Information Management and IT Officer
Tel: 0131 347 3890
www.ethicalstandards.org.uk

