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Core Paths Plan Review Process

The following paper gives an introduction to the core paths plan review process. Its purpose
is to provide clarity on the process and answer any questions from members on how it may
be progressed in the National Park.

The Park Authority adopted its Core Paths Plan in June 2010 and we are starting to prepare
for a review of the Plan, as required in section 20 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003.
The purpose of the review is to ensure that the plan continues to recognise the essential
“core paths” that provide sufficient access throughout the National Park area.

Recent amendments have been made to the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 to clarify the
process for reviewing core paths plans and new associated guidance is expected from
Scottish Government in due course.

The process to follow can be summarised as:

Informal Formal Core Paths
review review Plan

If YES: .
Reviewed Plan amended
Formal procedures to follov E——— and sent to Scottish
including public consultation Ministers
OR local notification

Scope out and assess
whether a full formal review,
minor amendments or
alterations are required

If NO: Core Paths Plan is
No further action required unchanged

The following three procedural flow charts have been developed by SNH and other Access
Authorities showing in more detail the processes required subject to the type and extent of
changes required.

If only a minor change such as the removal of one core path is required then a different
process is required, to that of a full plan review with wider public consultation. These are all
covered in the various parts of section 20 (A — D) of the Act.

The Local Access Forum will play a key role in the review process, and the Park Authority
will bring a proposed approach for consideration by members at a future meeting. It is
anticipated that an initial role for the Forum will be in helping with the assessment of the
current plan prior to undertaking any full formal review.
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Core Paths Plan Review Overview:

AA chooses to review the CPP

Ministers direct a review of CPP

Launch a Review of the CPP (1)
(‘Review’ is not defined)

For example:
Gather evidence Survey of a selection of paths
Access Forum informed views
V Recently upgraded/ promoted/
Check against AA Core aspirational paths
Path Criteria LDP MIR
Vi
Identify changes proposed

L

\

CP Removal(s)
or Diversion(s)

only

Several new CPs proposed
(with or without any diversions
or removals) (6)

Single change proposed No substantive
for one new CP inclusion changes

Amend the plan
by removing or
diverting those

lines (2)

Section 20A procedure
(see flowchart)

Section 20C procedure
(see flowchart)

Adopt the amendment or amended plan

AA must -
Give public notice
Amend maps and list
Keep available for inspection/sale
Send copy to Ministers

Key -

() = Section 20 subsections, LRSA

AA = Access Authority

LDP MIR = Local Development Plan
Main Issues Report
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Following Review, Section 20A
AA considers the SN
CPP should be Procedure

amended to include

additional new core
paths

Give public notice of amended

plan and maps (1a)

Make original plan and amended plan available
for at least 12 weeks (1b)

2

Consult ‘on amendment to plan’ with
e Local Access Forum
e Representative persons
e SNH
e others as AAthinksfit  (1c)
inviting objections and representations

V2

Written notice to owner and occupiers of
any land which would be subject of a new
core path (20B)

If ‘after reasonable enquiry’ o/o is not
identified, put notice on site (20B.3)

L

Consider any
objections and
representations

Objection(s) sustained —
do not adopt amended
plan unless directed (3)

Propose to modify the
amendment (4)

No objections made, or

modified amended plan

any made withdrawn

Consult - as considered )
appropriate - on the

Local Inquiry, directed or
caused by Ministers (5 and 6)

Ministerial Ministerial
Direction to Direction to
Revise adopt (maybe
inc. procedure and with modification)
time (10) (8)

AA must ADOPT the amended plan

AA to draw up revised amended
plan as Ministers specify

() = s20A subsections
AA = Access Authority
CPP = Core Paths Plan

Key -

On adoption of the amended plan —
Give public notice

Amend maps and list of CPP
Keep available to see / buy
Send copy to Ministers 9)
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Single amendment to a Core Paths Plan :
(No Full Review required)

Section 20C Procedure —
Single amendment

.

N

Section 20 (4) procedure —
single amendment to enable
a development proposal

For inclusion of a new
CP, consider section
17(3) aspects (20D)

For removal or diversion
of a CP, consider section
20(3) aspects (20D)

To stop up or divert a core
path if necessary when

Written notice to owner
and the occupiers of any
land to be a new core
path (20B)

If ‘after reasonable
enquiry’ o/o is not
identified, put notice on
site (20B.3)

!

Consult ‘such persons as AA
think fitt  (20C(a))

v

Give notice of amendment
‘as AA think fit'.  (20C(b))

Consider objections and representations

\

affected by proposed
development -
s208 Order, T&CPAct 1997

LPA procedure under
Schedule 16 T&CPAct 1997

Confirmation of Order
LPA publishes and serves notices

J

Amend CP plan accordingly

\k

On amendment, AA must -
¢ Amend maps and list
o Keep available for
inspection/sale
e Send copy to Ministers

Obijection(s) Propose to No Objections
sustained modify the Sustained (2)
3 change (4)
Local Inquiry Consult on
ordered by modification
Ministers
(5&6) \
N Ministerial
Ministerial Direction to adopt
Dlrectl_on to (maybe with
. Revise modification) (8)
inc procedure and
time (10)

AA must adopt the amendment to
CP plan

Ministers specify

AA to draw up revised
amendment to plan as

On adoption of the amendment -

Give public notice

Amend maps and list

Keep available for inspection/sale
Send copy to Ministers (9)

Key -

() = Section 20A subsections, LRSA
AA = Access Authority

LPA = Local Planning Authority

CP = Core Path

T&CP = Town& Country Planning




