Beauly Denny Project Update and Interface with the CNP

29 July 2015, 1030, CNPA Office, Grantown-on-Spey
Note of Meeting
Attending:


SNH
Mike Shepherd, Senior Casework Manager

Andrew Coupar, Group Manager, Geodiversity, Uplands and Peatlands
SSE
Alastair Brand, Customer Connections and Beauly Denny Project Director

Neil Anderson, Project Stakeholder Management
 

John Buchan, Beauly Denny Transmission line Manager

Stewart Parsons, Project Environmentalist 

CNPA
Murray Ferguson, Director of Planning and Rural Development

Matthew Hawkins, Landscapes and Ecology Manager
Apologies

John Hillis, Land Assembly and Planning Consent Manager SSE
Purpose:
To discuss progress and plans for restoration of the tracks associated with the Beauly Denny Project and find a satisfactory way forward.  To get an update on CNP Wirescape Rationalisation project and works around the National Park.
Agenda:
	item
	Discussion
	Action Point
	lead

	1.
	Welcome and Introduction – MF outlined purpose of meeting and background to planning with CNPA and CNPA Board concerns. MF explained that from CNPA’s point of view the overall project had been undertaken well and that working relationships with SSE were generally good and effective. However, staff and Board members had been disappointed by what they had seen and heard recently on site.
	
	

	2.
	Safety Moment – JB discussed pylon foundation removal and selection of plant
	
	

	3. 
	Beauly Denny Project:
	
	

	
	Overview of Beauly Denny Project Progress from AB and JB

	Copy of summary to be forwarded by SSE
	NA

(done 30/7)

	
	Summary of track developments to date

SP explained the progress to date and current operations
	
	

	
	Conditions and permissions

Discussion on the oversight of the planning application. AB explained the process and methods of liaison with SG on satisfying the conditions. Role of ELG was discussed and relationship to IEC.

AB explained that, in addition to regular meetings with SG earlier this year, meetings were held with HC, and PK but no meetings had taken place with CNPA at that time.
	John Hillis will contact MF regarding a meeting with CNPA to discuss planning matters when he is back from holiday
	JH

	
	Summary of current concerns 

Discussion on the main issues (length of time for revegetation in difficult areas, historic soil management issues and effectiveness of approach). Approach adopted by SSE through monitoring over next 5 years. BBUS contractual responsibility to ensure a good end result. 

MF asked two key questions: Why, given that certain activities had been planned, had they not then been implemented? Why, given that this was always known to be a challenging and high profile site, and that work was going on at present were the plans for re-vegetation/restoration not at more advanced stage? 

	Copy of latest Monitoring Plan to be forwarded by SSE

SSE to write back to Duncan Bryden with explanation of such key issues


	SP 

(done 30/7)

AB



	
	Towards an agreed plan for track reinstatement
SSE confirmed they were prepared to trial restoration methods as per letter to CEO but wanted to refine suggestions. CNPA/SNH content with overall approach outlined.

Joint site visit will be arranged between MH/MS and SP to agree the priority areas for intervention and trials. Visits to other sites to show good practice by SSE will be arranged subsequently. Restoration plan to be discussed at special meeting and learning then to be consolidated at next ELG.

	Reinstatement tracker will be forwarded by SSE monthly until complete.
Site visit date will be sought once SP is back from holiday to be followed by relevant meetings

	SP
MH



	4.
	Section 37 Planning Consent Compliance Update 
JH will be leading on these and will meet with CNPA planners to discuss
	Agree suitable date with MF
	JH

	5.
	Wirescape Rationalisation Programme
Progress was covered and a programme was presented. Most works to be completed by end of 2015 but dismantling of Aviemore section by May 2016. Small section in Abernethy Forest SAC to be done once agreement with SNH on methodology.
	
	

	6.
	Customer Connections Projects around CNP
AB outlined number of connections being planned to windfarms and hydro schemes in vicinity of CNP.
	
	

	7.
	Garvamore Consultation
Discussion on the proposals for the Garvamore substation.
	
	

	8.
	AOCB
MH requested access to Ecological data from SSE for us with the A9 dualling project. SSE confirmed that this was acceptable and that Transport Scotland should contact Colin Blair on this matter as he has liaised with them to date on engineering issues.
	MH to promote contacts with TS
	MH


