
Postcards from the Triglav National Park (6) â?? public transport provision

Description

In the free bus that connects Kranskja Gora with Bovec over the Vrsic path

[This is an even more belated post card from the Triglav National Park (see here) and will be the last in
the series â?? some observations from the Austrian side of the Carnic Alps will follow].

We ended our traverse around the core mountain area of the Triglav National Park at the Vrsic pass.  In
summer there is a regular bus service over the pass and we used it to do a short walk in the beautiful
Soca valley to the south before returning over the pass to Kranskja Gora.  The bus was very well used
and we were pleasantly surprised to find it was free (according to Mike Newburyâ??s guide in 2006 it
was 2 euros).  More importantly the service started early enough and was regular enough to be of use
not only by tourists but walkers and climbers.

The skill of the bus drivers, on a road that is as narrow as the A82 along Loch Lomond in places and
just as busy but has 24 hairpin bends on the Kranskja Gora side, was remarkable.  I have never felt so
safe in a bus.

While we had approached Triglav from the south (see here), the Vrata valley provides the main access
routes to the mountain from the north and has a bus service designed for walkers and climbers.  The
buses run from 16th June to 1st October and are also free.  The first leaves Mojstrana at 4am in the
morning and last collects people from the road end at Aljazev Dom at 19.15 (see here). If you had an
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epic on Triglav and missed the last bus, the mountain refuges have to accommodate people in an
emergency.  The service also provides access to a number of other mountain routes.  Hearing about it
got us talking about the possibility of another trip to the National Park using one of the campsites round
Mojstrana.

Compare that with Scotlandâ??s two National Parks.  There is still no bus service along the road to Ben
Lomond from Balmaha to Rowardennan, despite  people in the Glasgow conurbation having some of
the lowest levels of car ownership in the UK.    And while there is a bus service from Aviemore to the
car park at Cairn Gorm, the first leaves at 7.07 weekdays (9.20 on a Sunday) and the last leaves the ski
centre at 18.12 (18.30 on a Saturday) (see here).

While the Scottish Governmentâ??s pilot capped fares scheme in Highland means that bus currently
costs Â£2 and sounds good news, without far more extensive bus services in our National Parks
capped fares will make relatively little difference. Scotlandâ??s two National Parks could and should be
using examples such as this from abroad (Slovenia is a poorer country) to make the case for better
visitor infrastructure (not just public transport but paths, toilets etc).  Sadly, they have been failing to do
so for 20 years now and nothing they are planning at present will make a significant difference.
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