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Displacement, access rights and the Cairngorms National Park Authoritya??s fire
byelaws

Description

—

Glen ie, with the rined houses at Suie in the backgroundad Corryabbie Hill beyond that.

Walking back from Cooka??s Cairn and Corryhabbie Hill in mid-June, | spotted shoeless hoof prints in
Glen Suie and then a tepee and two horses in a field by the nearby estate bothy. | went over to have a
look and got chatting to a woman minding the camp.

She was with two companions and helping to prospect a new route for a horse-trekking business. She
told me the hoof prints were from a trip she had made two weeks previously through Glen Suie, which
connects the Glenfiddich and Glenlivet estates, and then showed me the soft shoes used for the
horses.
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The trekking business offers people the opportunity to stay somewhere well away from any public road,
in comfort and with all the gear carried by horses. From the camp, customers have the option to go off
on a hill walk and the womana??s companions were checking those options out. While access rights
cover access by horse and camping, the woman told me she always seeks permission for overnight
camps from landowners a?? the horses need to be able to graze somewhere 4?7 who are almost
always supportive. . It was a bit of an eye-opener for me not just about horse-riding and access rights
in practice but how all aspects of a commercial trek are tested out beforehand. | am really impressed by
the knowledge and professionalism
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Wood burning stove inside tepee

The woman then explained that her friend lived in the Cairngorms National Park and the business used
to operate there but had been forced out by the fire byelaws which came into force this year (the upper
part of Glen Livet lies outwith the National Park boundary).

The Cairngorms National Park Authoritya??s fire byelaws ban not just campfires and barbecues from
1st April to 30th September but also wood burning stoves, such as the one this business uses to keep
clients warm in the tepee, especially in the Spring and Autumn. Under the definitions used in the fire
byelaws para 2e reads::

a??a??Fireplacea?s means a structure (including wood burning stove) that is designed to contain a fire
and is made of brick, stone, metal or any other material.&??

Meantime paragraph 3 bans fires in fireplaces, as defined, except for bothies and other buildings
which are exempt from the byelaws. The risks of outdoor stoves like this, if used properly, causing
wildfires appears extremely low. The farmer clearly thought so too because he had brought in firewood
for the group to use.

It was only then that it dawned on me who the woman was, Claire Alldritt. In 2022 Claire had taken her
two horses on a 1000 mile ride across Scotland (see here). She had subsequently corresponded with
me about access problems for horses in the National Park and sent me a short video she had make on
the impact of Network Raila??s closure of the level crossing at Dalwhinnine on horse riders (see here).
Riding into the Ben Alder area is now far more dangerous than it was before.

(Incidentally, there will be no chance to reverse this if the CNPA&??s proposals to de-designate core
path paths over private railway proposals, which are part of their current core path consultation (see
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https://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/fp/news/moray/4268489/paramedic-taking-her-two-horses-on-1000-mile-journey-across-the-highlands-in-support-of-overworked-ambulance-crews/
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=bbbUbbntHSc
https://cairngorms.co.uk/taking-part/consultations/core-paths-plan/amendment-of-core-paths-plan
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here), are allowed to go ahead. What that consultation doesna??t say is the CNPA could have legally
challenged Scottish Ministers a??instructiona?? but chose not to do so).

Claire then told me it was not just her frienda??s horse trekking business which had been displaced by
the fire byelaws but a kayak business too. The repercussions of breaking the fire byelaws for
businesses and the landowners who grant them permission to stop off are potentially much greater than
for individuals. Forced to operate elsewhere, they are faced with increased costs (e.g travel) and
potentially to having to move home.

=

1 AL e T R e : e e WA o un T
Horse carrier at the end of the public road in Glen Livet by the boundary of the National Park

Besides local businesses, youth and other such groups will also be being displaced from the National
Park. For anyone wanting to teach a group of young people how to light a fire safely in an appropriate
place, there is nowhere to do so in the National Park, not even in grassy fields as shown in the top
photos, or at times of very low fire risk. The fire byelaws are therefore displacing those a?? like leaders
of trekking businesses and scout groups a4?? who could teach others how to have a fire responsibility.
The ban, being comprehensive, effectively destroys any opportunities for education within the National
Park.

At the same time a significant proportion of those who dona??t need to be seen to be a??responsible,
are unlikely to leave the National Park to have a fire, as | explained in my first post on the Glenmore fire
(see here). All such people need to do is go out of sight, round the corner, where they are unlikely to
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https://cairngorms.co.uk/taking-part/consultations/core-paths-plan/amendment-of-core-paths-plan
https://parkswatchscotland.co.uk/2026/07/18/learning-from-the-glenmore-wildfire-in-the-cairngorms-national-park-needs-to-start-now/
https://parkswatchscotland.co.uk/2026/07/18/learning-from-the-glenmore-wildfire-in-the-cairngorms-national-park-needs-to-start-now/
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get caught and fined. Where that happens it is likely to increase fire risks, instead of reducing them.

There has been almost no media coverage or public discussion about the displacement consequences
of the fire byelaws or of byelaws in general. The Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority
have always been in denial that their camping byelaws displaced people elsewhere. There is no
mention of displacement in the current review of those byelaws (see here). and it was never properly
considered by the CNPA in their fire byelaw consultation. Arguably, its the most important thing that
needs to be considered before proposals for byelaws even get to the consultation stage.

This post has illustrated how byelaws force out just the sort of people and activities which any real
National Park should be supporting. Conversely, where there are problems, these also tend to be
displaced elsewhere. Displacement is almost never a good thing. A different approach is sorely needed
and | will consider some possibilities, based on the thinking that lay behind the creation of access
rights, in a future post.
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https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/park-authority/camping-in-the-park-feedback-publications/camping-management-byelaws-review-key-information/

