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Morar, muirburn and wildfires 4?? the implications for the muirburn licensing
scheme

Description

Cairngorms

Morar Angus

Loch Lomond

Fires recorded by EFFIS since 1st January 2026 from the Western Highlands to
the Cairngorms

This post provides a follow-up to the uncontrolled fires | observed on Morar on 25th April (see here).

The map shows that so far this year far more land has been burned in the east of Scotland than the
west and that most of these fires have been on intensively managed grouse moors in the eastern
Cairngorms and Angus. This illustrates that most land in Scotland is burned intentionally, for land
management purposes, rather than accidentally as in the recent a??grassa?? fire at Tarbet on Loch
Lomond shown at the bottom of the map.
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Morar

Glen Shee

Fires 16th to 30th April as.recorded on EFFIS

NASA FIRMS (Fire Information for Resource/Management System) and EFFIS (the European Forest
Fire Information Service) both allow views to search for fires-recorded over specific time periods. Under
the current Muirburn Code the muirburn season ends on 15thcApril/ -Although strongly discouraged,
muirburn can continue with the permission of the landowner until 30th April. This map shows that
grouse moor managers in the east, with the notable exception of Glen Shee, appear more likely to
adhere to the advice in the Muirburn Code than those in the west. Indeed, in the west most of the fires
that have happened far this year have been after the end of the muirburn season.

Page 2
Footer Tagline



PARKSWATCHSCOTLAND
Address | Phone | Link | Email

Burned areas west of Scotland 2022-26. The two blue areas above Loch
Morar are the fires | witnessed on 25th April. The orange area at the
bottom shows a fire which burned 3446 ha in 2022, and the two smaller
purple areas above two further significant fires which took place last year.
Map credit EFFIS.

EFFIS also shows that since 2022 some areas on the west of Scotland and Skye have been burned
and others not. The clusters of burned areas on this map are strong indications of muirburn. The
number of fires on Morar, for example, contrasts with the complete absence of fires on the Knoydart
peninsular immediately to the north.

The evidence shows that some crofting areas, like Morar and North Skye, are intensively burned but
others are not. (While off the screenshot, EFFIS records no fires in this period for Ardnamurchan to the
south). The map also shows that some sporting estates, most notably Killilan, Inverinate, West Benula
and Glomach in the top right corner, burn extensively. Such burning is normally intended to
a??improvea?? grazing for deer and will become unlawful once the muirburn licensing scheme is
implemented.
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Close up of fires in north and south Morar 2025 (purple) and 2026 (orange). Screenshot EFFIS
but also courtesy of a Parkswatch reader who alerted me to the data.

The larger burned areas on Morar are indicative of fires that have got out of control 4?7?
a??wildfiresa??. The cluster around the west end of Loch Morar strongly suggests that most of these
were started by crofters. Muirburn is generally far less closely managed on the west than the east 4?7? |
have been informed by several sources that some crofters pour a can of petrol on the land, throw a
match on it and then walk away a?? and as a result far more muirburn gets out of control and turns into
what are normally described by the media wildfires.

Unfortunately, because the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service do not investigate the causes of these
a??wildfiresa??, it is very difficult to prove who is responsible on a case by case basis. For example,
the two large fires last year by the Fort William to Mallaig Road (bottom of map) which destroyed
significant areas of birch woodland could in theory have been caused by a lighted cigarette tossed out
of a car window. The likelihood, however, of two fires so close together being started accidentally in
such a short time period pf time 4?7 the left hand area was burned on the 20th April 2025 and the right
hand area on the 22nd &?7? is very low.

That partly explains why | included the two fires | saw on the North Morar Deer Forest/Estate (orange
on map) on 25th April this year were deliberate. The fact that, as EFFIS shows, both were started by
the loch shore in an area most easily accessed by boat also suggests estate staff were responsible.
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Payment Details

Beneficiary Code:
Beneficiary Name: NORTH MORAR EST
Town/ City: MORETON-IN-MARSH

Postcode: GL56

Year: 2024
MEASURE DESCRIPTION PAYMENT
Basic payment scheme - UK funded £18,140.36
Greening - UK payments - UK funded £68,270.50
Other direct aids - UK funded £2046.45
Payments to areas facing natural constraints - UK funded £4.42524

My thanks to the reader who alerted me to this information from DEFRA&??s CAP payments
database. The Moreton-in-Marsh address is the same as that recorded for the owners of the North
Morar Deer Forest.

Just how the North Morar Deer Forest, as this estate is known on the Registers of Scotland, persuaded
the Scottish Governmenta??s Rural Affairs and Economy department to award it A£33,782.55 in 2024
is unclear. It appears, however, the estate is now farming as well as shooting deer.

Unfortunately, 2024 is the last year that rural payments were recorded on the DEFRA website and that
is due to close for good in May 2027. While the website (see here) claims &??the UK Government
remains committed to full transparency in the use of public funds, including the publication of details
about all payments made under the CAP,a?? it does not explain what arrangements either the UK or
Scottish Governments are making to publish this information in future. (I have submitted an Information
Reqest to find out).

Basic cross-compliance should mean public funds are never awarded to landowners who ignore the
Muirburn Code. Rural payments could therefore potentially provide an important means of changing
the behaviour of land-managers and ensuring they comply with the requirements of the muirburn
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licensing scheme when this comes into effect. | will raise this matter with the local Scottish Government
Rural Payments Division office on Skye and ask if they are still making payments to the estate.

It will be interesting to see the response but on the wild west of Scotland, where people are so reluctant
to report their neighbours and where the police seem incapable of taking action, a financial stick may be
the best way of stopping so much land going up in smoke. Alongside that, however, the rural payments
system needs to be reformed so crofters can earn a living without having to use fire to promote
grassland at the expense of moorland and woodland.

While most of NatureScota??s focus in revising the Muirburn Code and preparing for the
implementation of the muirburn licensing scheme has been on grouse moors in the east, they also need
to pay attention to the rather different issues in the west, as evidenced by what is going on in Morar.
These issues should also be high on the priority list of whoever, after the elections, becomes the next
Cabinet Secretary responsible for rural affairs.
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