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Calmgorm railway
firmly back on trac

MNew resort boss says Health and Safety Executive ware full of praise aftor
inspection of attraction recently and visitor numbers are now stacking up

T HE new boss of Colmyganm Ao
tain hos said good sorides are being
minde with the underlying prisrily
al the resort « bo dum it inko 3 year-
revand eestination.

T|||-vl".'.|l|ngurm adveniure EI-‘Il:':-
park fally apenad this pas week
with the eve-catching additions of
the CAIRNGORM letlers which
dunilde up as play equipmenl

The go-kartsection has also been
extended and now covers around
Four ilomeines whilsi Me GliTond is
kean 10 bEprove an the manntain
bikr oo and tho reset sevents
wbencicr

o e CEO AT ee Gilfiomd sald: =1
had g kids up the r.re-rln::r,,mlu-
ond to have a look around as 1
thouglhit in woaled be a goocl fest of
hi I-\-Mun:'mr%mummi-ynr'&-nl
ated resnrtand th CYWare chiee
tained for lours onemnd.

“1 thdnk we now hive an allasar
package and that's whai we waniio
coninue with”

There ane r]lﬂl'l‘i Tor f el e- -
able tobaggnn tmck to be installed
nexl summer but this project re-
miains Al an early slage.

My Gifford sald: "We want
Cairmgorm to bedhe best maoungnin
resort inthe LK, [ihinkwe ane very
close bt there is more thiar we can
du”

Ol Lnige i D B themetun
aflthefmioulariooperntion ofierits
prolonged absence on sofoty
FCLiEN

He revealed: “Over the past six
waelks weet hove had armind 1000

CAIRNGORM FUNICULAR: Mare than 10,000 passensers since abeetnetuni.

1-..:.::!1:.: travel om itwhich ia amoz
ing

Ml Gifford alio said there had
hpen 3 really success Health and
Saloty Executlve inspecilon sarlier
[LIELY R TR

“Thisy basieally sabd rhe sytem is
exemiplany enad the teamare dong
ekl ool job o it so ] o e en-
visageany problems avall going fog
waril..,.

“Allwe pre dodng i= facosing on
the furbure”

Skaloag remains essentiol to te
lture amd ol cowrse thal will he
grreat Iy enhanmcaed by thie return of
the meuntain railway which
provides casy access 1o the more
saurw-are upper slapes ofthe Prar-
magan bowil

Wir Gifford sndd: *YWie had 97 dder

days last winter with the snow
paich (by the Doy Ledge) so thot
showsourcommitment even
1hesugh we did nol have as much
smow as w woukd have wished oo
the mycuniadn. .,

SO inae |IIRI’IMll‘-lllll'll-ﬂhl‘-llll'h
ol The ski area a3 |'|-’ri‘~l|:"l|l" when
comditinms allow”

A paart of dhat theservicingof U

Gairngorm funicular will be
Bnaughn Torstand S0 oree e Siow
arrives inmficiert guandity the re-
HHIL Al op il

M Gillfood sabd: “We are going 1o
B rzaclinoe - we wanl By masimiee
mminitain sports and open asmoch
A5 W can”

A niw opporiuly [oF 4 majoer
chizmpe will preseoi ilsellat the end
aftheyearwhen the 25 yearohlg-
don perad for the Boropenn Rao-
gional Develapment Funding ex-
pires an December 24

It mneans that financial penaliios
will o lsnger be fn place I'ue'rlnl o
maval of the contreversial closed
Fyelem

Mr Gitford said: *It is somezhing
wnr e Lo Dokt - 1l lisl a bk
ol e agreement but whatever
il uw' nesd s dba syrngeathiele

Iln.

ﬂmh: et 2 lonediepenera-
Lo uflllrﬂlé&.!,ﬂej'l however we
itre aboul dccess and seivilies so
wor will see whot wecnn doy’
Healsn belisvesthatihe dme has
comne Lo review gwoers Highlands
and Islands Enterprise’s 25-year
master plan with most ol U phase
ono ob|eciives now belng com-
pleted. For now the immediane fo-
c1% s on com ing few momths.

MIME GIFFORD: Took ups his new
role a masiith ago ot mauntain
report.

“We are louking forward (o a
really busy summier,” Mr Gitford
sald.

“Thieeam has been pxcepiional -
they are really enthonsiasse and
really keen toget this place buzzing
and soaml.,

“Feople genuinely want e wee
Cairngorm AMountnin thrive and T
think now 15 the time io0 make thai
hagpen.,

Bl i Hied s imost recet wole was
i3 busimess and opseratiens mun-
ager e comamunily nrgansatlon
Hum1ly Depedopanent Trsr,

Do rer taat b woorked for alimost
nine years al Spon Aberdeen beal-
Ing @ team dellvering o diverse
range of outdonr adventure actvit-
(T4

Peter Mearns chairof Calmgonms
Mountain Scotland Lid, said atthe
time of thi aproiniment: “In Mike
Gifterd, weae confldentihan we've
found am excellent leader to starta
new clapier and take e business
forwand’

Read mvore
ahoul the new
boss at tha

slralhspey-
Basald o ik

wrote most of this on way to Alps a week ago and only got decent internet a week later. Apologies if it
is now out of date or been overtaken by events but hope it is still worth saying).

One would.hardly expext the new Chief Executive of Cairngorm Mountain (Scotland) Ltd, Mike Gifford,
to say anything negative about the a??resorta?? in his first interview with the press, Highlands and
Islands Enterprise (HIE) would never have appointed someone who might. But several of his claims
are divorced from reality and a hostage to fortune
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Claim: 4??The team are exceptional and keen to get the place buzzing againa??

On Sunday 13th July, overcast but a hot day, | walked with Gordon Bulloch down Coire.Cas where we
met a mountain biker and his son sweating their way up the hill. Asked why they had not taken the
funicular, they replied they had intended to do so, having seen a Facebook post stating it was open to
mountain bikers, but had arrived to be told they would not be allowed on. That possibly explained why
we saw no-one else on the mountain bike trails above the magic carpets that day.

While the a??exceptional teaméa?e are NOT responsible for the design flaws of the funicular, which
create a major impediment to the place a??buzzinga?e wiyh skiers or biker, they do have some
responsibility for the messaging. Since Mike Gifford made no mention of the toxic culture allegations at
Cairngorm Mountain or the failure of staff to release information as required under the Data Protection
Act (see here) presumably responsibility for those failures lies with the two previous Chief Executives.

Claim : &??so | do not envisage any problems at all going forwarda?e referring to the recent health and
safety inspection of the funicular.
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https://parkswatchscotland.co.uk/2025/07/11/the-toxic-culture-at-cairngorm-mountain-and-data-protection-law/
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| thought the crumbling edge of this insitu block | spotted above the metal bearing plate at the passing
loop might be significant. But Graham Garfoot told me it probably dated from the original construction
and could last a lot longer than other parts of the structure. The repairs should of course guarantee the
safety of the funicular given all the money spent on them but, even if safe, some of the finishing is still
incomplete:
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Claim: &??over the last six weeks we have had around 10,000 people travel on it which is amazinga?e.

Plastic caps had been added to some of the metal tudding to reduce water ingress. Why not all?

Really? 10,000 people in 6 weeks comes to 238 people a day, few enough to have left room for

mountain bikes on every train. The business case for repairing the funicular was based on ¢c87,714

summer Visits:

Table 5.10: Visitor and income per option

Steady State Visitors per annum CMSL Inco
Option Skier Days h:::i:'i:' Summer Total 3 DT\o’:Irs} St
Option 1a 0 0 0 0 ED
Option 1b 30,000 12,142 26 197 68 340 £39.60 million £
Option 2a 30,000 36,060 70171 136,231 £65.24 million £l
Option 2b 30,000 36,0680 70171 136,231 £65.24 million £e

Option 3a 30.000 45.075 87714 162,789 £77.22 million £
Option 3b 30,000 45,075 | 87,7114 162,789 £77.22 million £.

The figures presented above are exclusive of financial costs (e.g. inflation).

At the current rate it will take HIE about a year just to meet their summer target. As a consequence
is continuing to haemorrhage money and that is even before one takes into account that tickets are |
discounted in an attempt to attract visitors.
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