
There are reasons to doubt the funicular is on the right track

Description

(I

wrote most of this on way to Alps a week ago and only got decent internet a week later.  Apologies if it
is now out of date or been overtaken by events but hope it is still worth saying).

One would.hardly expext the new Chief Executive of Cairngorm Mountain (Scotland) Ltd, Mike Gifford,
to say anything negative about the  â??resortâ?? in his first interview with the press, Highlands and
Islands Enterprise (HIE) would never have appointed someone who might.  But several of his claims
are divorced from reality and a hostage to fortune
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Claim: â??The team are exceptional and keen to get the place buzzing againâ??

 

On Sunday 13th July, overcast but a hot day, I walked with Gordon Bulloch down Coire.Cas where we
met a mountain biker and his son sweating their way up the hill.  Asked why they had not taken the
funicular, they replied they had intended to do so, having seen a Facebook post stating it was open to
mountain bikers, but had arrived to be told they would not be allowed on. That possibly  explained why
we saw no-one else on the mountain  bike trails above the magic carpets that day.

While the â??exceptional teamâ?• are NOT responsible for the design flaws of the funicular, which
create a major impediment to the place â??buzzingâ?• wiyh skiers or biker, they do have some
responsibility for the messaging.  Since Mike Gifford made no mention of the toxic culture allegations at
Cairngorm Mountain or the failure of staff to release information as required under the Data Protection
Act (see here)  presumably responsibility for those failures lies with the two previous Chief Executives.

Claim : â??so I do not envisage any problems at all going forwardâ?• referring to the recent health and
safety inspection of the funicular.
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I thought the crumbling edge of this insitu block I spotted above the metal bearing plate at the passing
loop might be significant. But Graham Garfoot told me it probably dated from the original construction
and could last a lot longer than other parts of the structure.  The repairs should of course guarantee the
safety of the funicular given all the money spent on them but, even if safe, some of the finishing is still
incomplete:
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Plastic caps had been added to some of the metal studding to reduce water ingress. Why not all?

Claim: â??over the last six weeks we have had around 10,000 people travel on it which is amazingâ?•.

Really?  10,000 people in 6 weeks comes to 238 people a day, few enough to have left room for
mountain bikes on every train.  The business case for repairing the funicular  was based on c87,714
summer visits:

At the current rate it will take HIE about a year just to meet their summer target.  As a consequence the funicular
is continuing to haemorrhage money and that is even before one takes into account that tickets are being
discounted in an attempt to attract visitors.
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