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Loch Lomond & Trossachs a??National Parka?e bans day visitors from Sallochy on
east Loch Lomond

Description

Loch Lomond & The Trossachs Mational Park
16 April at 18:26 - &3

We're happy to announce that from Fridaz 18th AEriI — 30th Seetember this season, the beautiful
Sallochy Campsite, located on the eastern shores of Loch Lomond, will join Loch Chon, Loch Achray,
and Inchcailloch as one of the Mational Park Authority’s official campsites.

Previously managed by our partners at Forestry and Land Scotland, visitors can now book a pitch at
Sallochy directly through our website.

Set beside a small beach on the West Highland Way, with stunning views across the loch towards the
Arrochar Alps - Sallochy is the perfect place to unwind-enjoy the scenery, take a peaceful stroll, and
maybe even spot some local wildlife.

The campsite offers a more natural, ‘'wilder’ camping experience, with basic facilities including
composting toilets and drinking water. Please note that there are no showers on-site.

We kindly remind all visitors to respect the natural environment, wildlife, and fellow campers. Please
follow the Scottish Outdoor Access Code and Byelaws, take your litter home, and help us keep this
special place clean, safe, and beautiful for everyane to enjoy.

http://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/.../sallochy-campsite/

#Camping #Campsite #LochLomond
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On 16th April the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority (LLTNPA) announced on
Facebook (there is nothing on its a??newsa?e pages) that it had taken over the management of the
campsite at Sallochy from Forest and Land Scotland which had threatened to close it (see here). The
campsite has played a crucial role in enabling backpackers to walk the West Highland Way following
the imposition of the camping byelaws which made informal camping a criminal offence along most of
the shore of Loch Lomond between Balmaha and Rowardennan. The LLTNPA has offered no apology
for the lack of facilities between the start of the camping byelaw a??seasona?e on 1st March and the
18th April.

The LLTNPA&??s news piece also failed to mention that they have increased the fees for camping at
Sallochy and the other campsites they manage at Loch Chon, Loch Achray and Inchcailloch from
A£10.00 to A£10.80 per an adult. Until three years ago (see here) it cost AE5.00 to camp at Inchailloch
and A£7 to camp at the other three campsites so fees have risen by 50% or more in three years.
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https://parkswatchscotland.co.uk/2025/03/22/forest-and-land-scotlands-cuts-at-sallochy-and-the-review-of-the-camping-byelaws/
https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/park-authority/blog/national-park-campsites-and-permit-areas-ready-to-reopen-for-spring/
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Most relevant -

G Alannah Maurer
And what about day visitors .. are we
going to be allowed back to Sallochy
(paying to park obviously)?

Just now Like Reply

The LLTNPA&??s takeover of the FLS campsite offered the

opportunity for them to open up access again to day visitors by removing the locked gates which have
prevented access to the car park for the last four years. The LLTNPA responded to this question with

the usual parkspeak including reference to a??affordablea?e camping:

11:43 ol = E3

Comment

e & Author

Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National
Park

Chuck Gordon We're excited to be
taking over the management of this
site and provide a further affordable
camping experience for visitors, As
with our other campsites, qarking is
for booked campers, with the car
park allowing for one designated
space per booking per night.

27m Like Reply 1@

G Chuck Gordon
Loch Lomond & The Trossachs
Mational Park | am disappointed
the Park has unified this large
public space to a campsite only
designation when its capacity
exceeds this. There are many
spaces available. For my lifetime
of 57 years | visited hereas a
youth to adult and enjoyed the
space. The LLPA reluctance to
manage this key lochside
beautiful space as a multi use
space for all (able and less able
access) is guite draconian. | have
to ask what truly the Park
objectives might be given this
decision and if you really support
people enjoying nature &

13m Like Reply

In other words, the LLTNPA intends to continue to deny access to day visitors at Sallochy. They have
made no attempt to justify this except this is how they manage their other informal campsites. Chuck
Gordona??s response is spot on and the LLTNPA&??s ban on day visitors parking a Loch Chon a4??

which used to be a public car park 4?? is equally unjustified.
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Judging by the other responses on the LLTNPA&??s Facebook page lots of people are now disgusted
with this apology for a &??National Parka?e (see here):

iij‘.e John Rooney
Forestry and land scotland , { your partners ) the real culprits who are destroying our
beautiful landscapes , logging is big business, its you lot who need to be managed not
the public, and as for you can't do this and you cant do that , you can't go... See more

2d Like Reply s@

@ John Oliver

Haven't you realised yet. The Park authorities don't want you in the park at all.

1d Like Reply i)

View all 2 replies

@ Glen Cox

Soon be no where-lefi.io go in;the private national park
2d Like Reply s@
View 1 reply

9 Paul Smith
| remember a time when it was free and accessible anytime.

Honestly the creation of a national Park was the worst thing to happen.
2d Like Reply

View all 2 replies

@ Derek B Mason

Cash cash cash cash cash cash is all that mob want from the public..shit show they run

23h Like Reply

w Ryan Wallace

.the gates will be locked to the public and millarocky bay will be getting locked at night
..and there is no support for small local businesses ....the park has read all your
comments but as you can see not one of them will be answered.....

The ban on day visitors prevents those who are unable to walk far from enjoying Sallochy and makes
access to the forest trails above Sallochy much more difficult. Walk Highland puts it succinctly in their
description of that walk (see here):

a??Sallochy Forestry and Land Scotland car park, east Loch Lomond; this is now closed in summer
(1st March &?? 31st October). There is no public transport, so in summer months you would either need
to be staying on the campsite, or using the car parks at either Rowardennan or Balmaha and using the
West Highland Way to reach the starta?e.
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https://www.facebook.com/lomondtrossachs/posts/pfbid02vVzEcTy52taqCaquYeZEtD12kvjdeL7H4iSa7mqvkkSZbgEAJoxJHNyhvqVDKydDl
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/lochlomond/sallochy.shtml
https://www.walkhighlands.co.uk/west-highland-way.shtml
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How long now until Forest and Land Scotland cease maintaining these forest trails on the grounds that
no-one uses them any more?

While the continued ban on parking at Sallochy subverts the access rights of all and makes it much
harder to enjoy the shores of east Loch Lomond it is also highly discriminatory, making it almost
impossible for those who are old and frail or have a range of disabilities from enjoying a large part of the
area. There is now a very strong case for legal action against this a??National Parka?s for actively
undermining its statutory duty to promote public enjoyment of the countryside but a mass protest might
be easier and cheaper to organise.

The origins of the LLTNPA&??s attack on the rights of day visitors go back to one of its justifications for
the camping byelaws. Informal camping, it was claimed, infringed the rights of day visitors to enjoy the
loch shores. The evidence of the visitor data the LLTNPA had collected at the time, which showed
significant numbers of day visitors in the most popular places for camping, was completely ignored.
Contrary to what the LLTNPA, different types of visitor quite happily share the same space &?7? in fact
that was the assumption behind access rights, which apply to Sallochy, that people should be able to
enjoy the countryside through-awide range of different activities, 24 hours a day.

We hope you enjoy your visit to this
picnic area on the shores of Loch
Lubnaig. Please think of the following:

Across the so-called National Park the statutory authorlty responsible for access rlghts closes many
its car parks over night, depriving people of their right to enjoy the countryside for lengthy periods ea
day. Photo 1st April

The LLTNPA&??s position has never been compatible with access rights but their false presumption
that day visitors and campers should be kept apart at all time explains the locked barriers to day visitors
at Loch Chon and Sallochy. It also explains why so many of the camping permit areas are on bits of
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land that few people would otherwise ever visit.

The starting point for the LLTNPA&??s review of the camping byelaws, which is now well behind
schedule, should be that if neither they or FLS are able to provide places for people to camp from 1st
March, as they promised Scottish Ministers, and if they cannot manage camping permit areas so that
these can be shared with other people, they should just be scrapped. That would save a huge amount
of time being wasted on consultation and on the LLTNPA cherry picking and manipulating data and
information to justify their continued existence.
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