
Unacceptable Telecommunications Masts (16) – the Shared Rural Network and
Ryvoan Bothy

Description

Looking east past Ryvoan bothy to some of the area that is supposed to benefit from new 4G 
coverage. The proposed telecommunications mast would be 300m north (left) of the bothy.

Despite a huge budget, hubris threatens to make the Shared Rural Network (SRN) a wasted 
opportunity for rural communities with inadequate mobile coverage.  Without bothering to ask 
communities what was needed, the SRN set itself this target:

To bring 4G coverage, from at least one operator, to 95%of UK land area.

To achieve this area target, the entire £320M SRN budget is allocated to 260 masts in the remote 
Highlands: uninhabited wilderness with no communities or roads. A wasteful, damaging disaster for 
Scotland, epitomised by the plan for a mast at Ryvoan in the Cairngorms.

This mast, 300m from Ryvoan Bothy, requires a second repeater mast in Glenmore to connect it to the 
Three network at Aviemore:
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The Repeater mast is for “transmission only”, i.e to link the two masts, as there is already some 
coverage for Glen More

 

So far, a planning application (2024/0150/DET see here) has only been submitted for the repeater 
mast when the two should clearly be considered together..  It has been called in by the Cairngorms 
National Park Authority and is open for comments until 15th July.
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As with other masts in the government-funded element of SRN, the area of ‘new’ coverage which 
would be provided by the Ryvoan mast is largely uninhabited, with few public roads. It doesn’t need 
roads (or phone masts). This precious resource is owned and nurtured by the RSPB. In fact, the 
application shows that even the 20 premises within range of the mast are ignored in favour of 
geographical spread:
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The SRN target is coverage from at least one operator, which could help customers in a fixed location 
but is of little use to those on the move outdoors. Most of the ‘new coverage’ area is in fact already 
covered by O2, EE and Vodafone from existing masts outside the sensitive area.

The Ofcom coverage map (see here) extract below does indeed show a small ‘4G Total Not Spot’: 
near Ryvoan and Lochan Uaine, the Green Loch. Ofcom also predict that Voice coverage, including 
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999 calls, is available everywhere on this map.

Nearby residents and tourists know of many ‘partial not spots’ where some phones work and some 
don’t. 4G reception is poor at Loch Morlich, and around the Osprey Centre to the North. This is where 
the money should be spent, these are the missed opportunities. Useful additional coverage would
be possible from the site of the repeater mast. But because it is a government-funded mast targeting 
TotalNotSpots, it has no transmitting antennas! Tourists just get the eyesore, not the benefits.
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The repeater mast will be an eyesore, but pales in comparison with the visual vandalism at the iconic 
Ryvoan Bothy, long famous as a sanctuary from a largely developed world. The mast is right beside 
the path from Nethybridge, as it bursts out of the pines to a stunning vista of the Cairngorms and 
inspired these lines from a frequent English visitor in the 1940s:

I shall leave tonight from Euston

By the seven-thirty train,

And from Perth in early morning

I shall see the hills again.

And again in dusk of evening

I shall find once more alone

Lone waters of the Green Loch

And the pass beyond Ryvoan
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Lochain Uaine – the green loch

There was an excellent article (see here) by Nan Spowart in the Sunday National about the Ryvoan 
mast at the weekend which included this quote from a spokesperson for the UK Department for 
Science, Innovation and Technology:

“All proposed mast sites are assessed to consider a wide range of factors, including the benefits to 
surrounding communities, value for money and consideration to areas of natural beauty”.

It is important that the Cairngorms National Park Authority when assessing the applications for the 
Ryvoan mast and its “repeater” does just that and considers the combined impact/utility of both masts.  
You can comment on the repeater planning application here and parkswatch will try to alert readers if 
and when an application for the mast by Ryvoan bothy is submitted.
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