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The LLTNPA has now failed to remove signs such as this for 20 years.   The land may be private owned but it is not “private”, access rights
apply and camping is still lawful here outside the camping bye law season.

Ten days ago I was in Balquidder and as far as I could tell most of the unlawful no access signs along
the shore of Loch Voil are still there (see here). Some of these signs pre-date the Land Reform
(Scotland) Act 2003 which created access rights and the formation of the Loch Lomond and Trossachs
National Park Authority (LLTNPA).

18 months ago in a report to their Local Access Forum LLTNPA officers excused their failure to do
anything on a lack of complaints. The LLTNPA’s statutory duty as an access authority to uphold access
rights does not only apply in cases where there has been a complaint.  The real explanation lies in the
unwillingness of senior managers at the LLTNPA to use the Park’s resources to take on the
landowners who continue to blatantly ignore access rights.
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LLTNPA No camping sign carefully placed behind protection of barbed wire fence. Whoever was responsible for deciding this sign should go
here never questioned the impact of this barbed wire fence on people’s ability to enjoy the shoreline on Loch Voil

Having allowed the local landowners to leave no access signs in place for over 10 years, the LLTNPA
then turned the north shore of Loch Voil into a camping management zone under the camping
byelaws.  These created an exclusion to access rights along Loch Voil and banned camping between
1st March and 30th October except for one small permit area.  This effectively rewarded those local
landowners who had ignored access rights for the first ten years of the LLTNPA’s existence.  It also
enabled the LLTNPA to use their resources to enforce local landowners wishes for eight months of the
year.

An official eight month a year ban camping ban was still, however, not good  enough for some
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landowners and  the “No camping” signs – which imply no camping year round – were allowed to
remain in place.  It would have been easy enough for the LLTNPA to contact local landowners and say
“now we’ve helped you, its your turn to help us and remove the unlawful signs” but they didn’t.
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There is no public transport down Balquhidder but soon after we had parked our car where this forest
track meets the public road an LLTNPA van with two rangers drove past. It was presumably checkingto
see whether any people were camping illegally (breaking the byelaws is a criminal offence).

A couple of minutes after seeing the Rangers we walked up this forestry road to find the gate locked,
an obstruction in terms of the law.  One suspects the rangers are so busy policing campers that none
has ever been allowed out their car long enough to check the access to various paths and tracks in the
glen.  This is a completely wasted resource.

The LLTNPA’s Ranger Service must have driven by the various signs and access obstructions along
Loch Voil hundreds of time now but done nothing.  It would not take much for Rangers to approach
irresponsible local landowners, just as they approach members of the public, and ask them to respect
the Scottish Outdoor Access Code and the law. But they don’t.

At one time in Scotland ranger services played an important role in facilitating access to the
countryside but now in the LLTNPA they are forced to serve as one-sided police force which acts in the
interests of a few selfish landowners and shows little interest in fairness.

The LLTNPA’s National Park Partnership Plan (see here) refers to the importance of equality of access
in several places but contains not a single mention of access rights.
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A pre-condition of people being able to enjoy ALL the countryside – the LLTNPA’s “plan” is limited to
“the most popular places and routes” – is access rights.  Locked gates and locked car parks, such as
that at Sallochy (see here), are absolutely no good for people with disabilities.  Indeed in its failure to
uphold access rights within the National Park and to create infrastructure tsupport this the LLTNPA has
made equality of access, which it claims to care so much about, worse not better. It needs to get the
basics right.

The papers for the meeting of the LLTNPA Local Access Forum (LAF) in April 2022 referred to the
signs in Balquhidder but strangely those for the next meeting in November 2022 (see here) did not. 
The LAF, which is supposed to advise the LLTNPA on the upholding of access rights and officially
meets twice a year, has not met since.  As a consequence the LAF has also been excluded from
commenting on the draft NPPP or raising concerns such as I have described in this post.

This is history repeating itself..  The LLTNPA failed to convene their LAF a single time in 2021, despite
all the access difficulties that emerged during Covid, and before that they ensured the LAF did not
meet at all during the extended consultation on the camping byelaws.
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These failures to uphold access rights can only get worse if Scottish Ministers are  allowed to push
ahead with their misconceived proposals to focus National Parks on addressing climate change and
biodiversity, rather than people’s ability and rights to enjoy nature.  I hope Lorna Slater , the Minister
responsible for National Parks will think again, re-iterate the important role National Parks should be
playing in enabling people being able to get out and enjoy the countryside and insist outdoor recreation
and access rights are fully embedded in a revised National Park Partnership Plan.

If she doesn’t, however, the logical conclusion would be to remove the LLTNPA’s responsibilities as an
Access Authority and transfer these and the staff responsible to local authorities.  The current situation
in which the LLTNPA is allowed to ignore their responsibilities in relation to access rights and whatever
anyone tries to say or do makes no difference must not be allowed to continue.
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