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Five days to save Rum

Description

Urgent representations need to be made to members of the Scottish Parliament and the Scottish
Government to stop the sale of Kinloch Castle and its grounds to an England based multimillionaire,
Jeremy Hosking. The government body, NatureScot, who own most of Rum and manage it as a
National Nature Reserve, aim to sell the castle to Mr Hosking on Monday 31 Oct. The sale, as today’s
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letter in the Herald shows, is opposed by Rum’s local community.

It is essential that representations by email or social media are made directly to Lorna Slater
MSP, the Minister responsible for NatureScot, MinisterGSCEB@gov.scot and to all other MSPs
who care about land reform and the future of local communities. This sale needs to be stopped.

Details of the proposed sale first emerged in a press release by NatureScot last June (see here). This
followed secret negotiations carried out by Nature Scot with the prospective landowner in which the
local community and wider interests were kept in the dark. This was a complete breach of Scottish
Government policy, as defined by the government’s own Land Rights and Responsibilities Statement
(LRRS), first produced in 2017 and updated in Sept 2022, as well as the protocols for community
engagement over prospective land sales as produced by the Scottish Land Commission.
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DAVE MORRIS

OFINION iy

THE chair of NatureScot, Dr Mike Cantley, is
to be congratulated in his heartfel: call for

| “urgent action by many peaphs to restore
nature across our landscape, from mountain
fops to the sea bed” in an article published in ¢
The Herald Jast month (“Decarbonisatio HQ-,.‘

September 30). Unfortunately, his 1
credibility when we examine the per
of MatureScot and its predecessor
orguanisations, Scottish Natural Heritage and {
ihe Mature Conservancy Council, in the [
management of their own land.
The Island of Rum has been in the care of
these organisations since it was acquired by |
the Nature in 1957, A few weeks |
mmhﬂhﬁhlﬂudmﬂ;kwnhm |
ngs hd changed since my last visit in

lhﬂjthhmlmdﬂtdhoanthfttﬂ
meniniain top and spent a few hours in
:r:llloth Castle, with its bizarre architocture

remnants of 3 ous lifestyle inherited
Trom the Iidwu.rdiﬂm.hcun'e“urf
information board en route from llslfier.
provaded by MatureSeol, describes this era as
“atemple to private indulgence”, But ot the
castle | discovered this “temple” has been
closed to visitors for several years. A peep
through the windows revealed carpets,
furniture and fables covered with the debris of
decaying walls and ceilings,

Herald 14th October

- Beyond the castle, decay and degradation is

even . O the hills the red deer

em is out of control, with massive
overgrazing over most of the island. This is
preventing the natural regeneration and
expansion of virtually all the remnant natural
tree and shrub cover, with extensive areas of
wodl rmuimandwmlondlmul;?ht
T

levels. It is the worst possible example
o ¥

not to mpnage & decr population and

mmm - has no excuse for this '“wi:ﬂ
er to blame its predecessors, over
last 70 years, for a lack of any real commitment
io balancing desr numbers with hebitat
requiremients, Dr Cantley’s fine words on the
climate and biodiversity emerpency will carry
oo weight with other organisations and the
public at large until he puts his own house in
order on Rum, bath in regard to reducing the

T deet population and sorting out the shambles

surrounding Kinloch Castlo,

He can start with the castle and cancel the
ridiculous proposal that NatureScot should
sell the castle, by October 31, toan England-
based multbmillionaire, Jeremy Hosking.
According to Michael Russell, a former
Seottlih Gevernment environment minister
and now president of the SNP, Mr Hosking
wants to turn the castle into a “luxury tourism
venue” but what this means is anyone's guess.,
Mr Hosking's previous experience of tourlsm
and outdoor recreation appears to be contred
glnuytmmh[p of Crystal Palace football

In recent media comment Mr Russell
describes the casthe as.a “structuns that is,
literally, falling down, its iron framework
rotting behind the massive sandstone-clad
extorbor”, This porous sandstone has
facilitated water ingress for more than 100
years s west coast gales have battered Rum.
Mr Hosking appears to have had no direct
contact with the local community on Rum, or
the wider hillwalking, climbing and tournsm
interests Beross nd.

Too much secrecy surrounds the dealings

 between Mr Hosking and MatureScol. Mr

cll spells out the requirements: Mo sale
%Mmmﬁm_ﬁs& and until the
community of Rum = not just MatureScot -
have directly negotiated, recetved and
accephed clear and hﬂﬂhﬁﬂmiﬂmﬂ"”
from Mr Hosking and NatureScot. Unless
thies are secured on Rum we
will all conclude that Dr Cantlay's fine words
are empty rhetoric and the Scottlsh
Government's commitment to land reform
mlmmmun{qrimnhfemlmhlﬂﬁﬂlin any
sHDEtance.

Dape Mormis is an environmental carripaigner.
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Since my opinion piece in the Herald, it appears that the prospective owner visited the island in July
and held discussions with local community representatives for just one hour. Today’s letter from thelsle
of Rum Community Trust makes clear that this July discussion and subsequent meetings withNature
Scot and the owner’s representative have been completely unsatisfactory. As yet nodiscussions have
taken place with the wider community, as represented by the thousands of peoplewho visit Rum every
year to enjoy nature, Kinloch village and the walking and climbing opportunitiesalong the coast and in
the hills.

In June the SNP president, Michael Russell, a former MSP and Scottish Government Environment
Minister, severely criticised NatureScot for its actions and said that no sale should be progressed until
legally binding agreements are in place to protect the local community interests (see here). NatureScot
has failed to respond to those criticisms.

The current minister, Lorna Slater MSP, is also responsible for Scotland’s national park system, the
development of which is currently out for public consultation. NatureScot has set a closing date of 30th
November for responses (see here). Rum and the adjacent islands have long been recognised as a
potential “Small Isles National Park”, incorporating both the land and seas in this part of the Inner
Hebrides. Rum would have a key part to play in such a national park, with Kinloch village and its
central core, Kinloch Castle and grounds, being the only feasible-areafor development of the visitor
infrastructure and management facilities that such a national park would require.

It would be incredible if in 2022 the Scottish Government were to ignore all the requirements of its own
land reform policies, as expressed.inthe Land Rights and Responsibilities Statement and associated
protocols, by approving this sale-of Kinloch Castle and grounds. Even worse, they would be
compromising the future opportunities that Rum might have through national park status. Scottish land
reform would have become a joke in the hands of Lorna Slater, a Green Party MSP and the
Government Minister who is ultimately responsible for this situation on Rum.

Please write to Ms Slater MinisterGSCEB@gov.scot and other MSPs before 31 Oct to stop this
sale and to ask the minister to visit Rum as soon as possible. She needs to find out exactly
why the local community and others are despairing of the actions of NatureScot and to explore
an alternative vision for the future based on community aspirations and not the private desires
of a multimillionaire based in England.
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