PARKSWATCHSCOTLAND
Address | Phone | Link | Email

The importance of environmental campaigning a?? the contribution of Dave Morris

Description
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Whether you know Dave or have never come across him, the 10 minute video produced by the Fort
William Mountain Film festival (see here), much of which is set in the Cairngorms National Park, should
be an inspiration for anyone concerned about the natural environment and access to nature. It shows
just what can be achieved through campaigning.

Dave is a close friend and prompted me to set up parkswatchscotland. After two fruitless years trying
to persuade the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority not to extend its camping
byelaws, rather than accept defeat | decided to go public. It was Dave who suggested that if | was
going to set up a blog to expose what was going on, it might as well cover both our National Parks.
While occasionally cursing him for the idea, since then he has been a regular contributor and a constant
source of support and advicea?e behind the scenesa?e.
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Here, | would just like to add one story to Davea??s account of his campaigning in the video. | was one
of the representatives of recreational organisations that sat with Dave on the Access Forum when it
was tasked with negotiating a right of access with landowning interests. After six months of intensive
and difficult discussions, the landowning interests finally conceded that the traditional freedoms of
access in Scotland for climbers and walkers should be enshrined in law. | remember the moment well,
there was a collective sigh of relief as we all thought the negotiations were over.

But as Magnus Magnusson, who was in the chair, started to try and wind up the proceedings Dave
insisted on being heard, 4??what about cyclists and horse ridersa?«? You could have heard a pin
drop! My heart missed a beat as | wondered if the landowning interests would storm out of the room.
Dave broke the silence with his answer: in Norway people could ride bikes or horses across fields so
long as they werena??t doing damage and we should have similar rights in Scotland. Amazingly, one
meeting later and it was all agreed, applying the same principles we had used for climbing and
hillwalking.

Translating that agreement into law took a lot more campaigning, in which Dave played a key role, but
that is another story. The/point.is anyone who has enjoyed exercising their rights of access in Scotland
on horse or bike has Dave to thank.

Dave has never stopped campaigning and it is fitting he should have the last word in this post, a letter
that was published in the Herald earlier this week:
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Government aims m reduce the
impact from agricultural
pollution from 7MtCO2e in - -
2020 to 5.3M1CO2 by 2032
(“Emissions target beyond reach
without cutting back red meat”,
The Herald, February 13). This
will never happen while the
Cabinet Secretary responsible
for the rural economy, Fergus
Ewing, insists that farming
shonld carry on as before, with
minimum effort to respond to
the scientific evidence on the
impending environmental
catastrophe.

Your article indicates that he
has “no intention of reducing
the amount of meat produced
and consumed in Scotland”.
This suggests we have a
minister who is out of touch
with reality. :

Agriculture, in theory, is better
placed than any other sector to
respond to the climate change
challenge. No other sector is so
dependent on public funding
subsidy but also so resistant to
the sort of regulation that other |
sectors take for granted. On the
other hand, if regulations and
subsidy are changed, farmers
will immediately modify their
plans.

Any government can, through
the regulatory and i incentive
process, persiade farmers to
change their cropping patterns
and livestock rearing by the
following season.

We need new ideas at the
highest government level. Every
farmer requires help to become a
real steward of the earth, an
ecological restorer, as wellas a
producer of food and fuel. The
simplest way to achieve this is
for all future subsidy to be
directed towards environmental

Category

1. Cairngorms

Does agrlculture need fundamental uhangu?
e

J‘lp'f. V'l

',.;-.‘H

ub]ectwaﬁ of WH%}’E#
capture and biodivers

protection are of prime
importance.

In the lowlands all field
margins should be expanded to
provide habitats for wildflowers,
trees and shrubs. The resilience
of nature will ensure that, in the
absence of cultivation, artificial
fertilisers and pesticides,
expanded field margins will
provide essential space for
insects, birds and mammals, as
well as for public access and
enjoyment.

Wide margins will alsu allow
for extensive tree planting, using
better growing conditions than
in more hostile upland areas.
Beyond the margins farmers can
continue with intensive cmppmg
and livestock rearing, without
subsidy, making their own
decisions on what the market
place requires.

In the uplands farming

’g"

subsidy should be focused on

2. Loch Lomond and Trossachs

Tags

1. access rights

woodland development along
. burns and rivers with stock

in; as necessary, to exclude

d cattle. Quite apart

frurn climate change and
biodiversity needs, this
woodland development is also
essential to mitigate the impacts
of downstream flooding.

Environmentally sensitive
farming has been pioneered
across the UK since the 1980s,
Scotland can become the leading
European nation in putting
environmental considerations
into all land use, frum seashore
to summit. i

Now, as we say goodbye to the
European Union's Common
Agricultural Policy, we have a
golden opportunity to build real '
environmental objectives into -
every farm plan.

Mr Ewing needs to take his
head out of the sand and tell us
how to achieve this.

Dave Morris,
Kinross.
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2. CNPA
3. LLTNPA
4. natural environment
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