
The Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park Authority – is there anybody there
for outdoor recreation?

Description

Most people I know who are working at home are getting more work done there than if they had the
distractions of the office. This has also been claimed in the press to be the case.  But in the Loch
Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority (LLTNPA) it appears that during the Covid crisis much
of the managerial type office/paperwork has fallen even further behind schedule, been postponed or
cancelled.  Here I take a look at Outdoor Recreation which should have been given greater priority
than ever before.

 

The replacement for the Outdoor Recreation Plan (ORP) 2013 – 17

Screenshot LLTNPA website

The new plan, named “Active Park, Healthy People: Outdoor Recreation Delivery Plan” (revised after
‘Consultation’) was meant to be presented to the NPA Board last year but wasn’t.

Dec. 2020 Board Meeting

For several years now the Outdoor Recreation Plan has been pushed further and further down the
line.  The sad history, since the last plan ended, is as follows:
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Board Meeting 19 June 2017 – No mention of updating ORP

Board Meeting December 2017 – No mention of updating ORP

Board Meeting 12 March 2018 – Agenda Item 5 – Draft Annual Operational Plan – Appendix 1 – Draft
2018/19 Annual Operational Plan provides the first mention of updating ORP I can find, with a target
completion date of December 2018:

Board Meeting 14 June 2018 – Agenda Item 12 – Annual Operational Plan Progress Report –
Appendix 3, “on track”:

Board Meeting – 10 Dec 2018 – Agenda Item 9 – Annual Operational Plan Report –  Appendix 1
suggested the “refresh” had been drafted but it was not presented to the meeting:

Board Meeting  – 18 March  2019 Agenda Item 13 – Annual Operational Plan Progress Report:

Board Meeting – 17 June 2019   Annual Operational Plan 2019-20 – Agenda Item 10.2, reports ORP to
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be presented to Board by June, but it was not on the agenda:

Board Meeting 29 Oct 2019 – No mention ORP

Board Meeting 9 Dec 2019 – Agenda Item 5 covered consultation on the ORP:

Board Meeting 16 March 2020 – Agenda Item 14 “ORP Update Paper”:

Board Meeting 15th June 2020, Agenda Item 7 “Operational Plan Re-prioritisation”:

Board Meeting 14th September 2020, Agenda Item 6:
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This Board Meeting also considered the final Report on the Annual Operational Plan 2019/20 which
stated:

That takes us to the December 2020 meeting, just three months later, where it was reported that the
ORP had been postponed to June 2021, i.e. 2021/22!

 

Meantime the recreational soundbites and failures continue

Gordon Watson the Chief Executive of the LLTNPA was quoted in the Helensburgh Advertiser (Jan 14
2021) :-

Public toilets and car parks in the National Park, including the facilities in Tarbet, will
remain open to allow people living locally to exercise in the area.       Photo Screenshot –
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Helensburgh Advertiser

The evidence from Loch Lubnaig and Rowardennan (see here) shows otherwise.

The claims of Forest and land Scotland (FLS), who were also reported in the Helensburgh Advertiser
Jan 14 2021, are more credible:

While access rights have never been suspended at any time during the Covid crisis at least FLS does
not appear to be putting barriers in the way of enjoying the countryside, unlike the LLTNPA with its
locked toilets and car parks.
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Meanwhile elsewhere spanners are being thrown in the works to prevent folks enjoying the 
great outdoors:

Readers may recall (see here) the hike of car park charges in the aforementioned carpark by Argyll &
Bute Council from £1 to £9!!  Incredibly, given these car parks are for sale:

If that doesn’t

demonstrate the need for a properly thought out and resourced Outdoor Recreation Plan I am not sure
what does!
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