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Description

Map from P3 of strategy, credit LLTNPA

Recently a new publication appeared on the LLTNPA website under Our Plans and Publications. This
is headed “Indicative Regional Spatial Strategy (Draft) – 2020”  (see here). The following includes
excerpts from it.  You will see that there are areas included for potential development where there has
already been controversy and public outcry, notably proposals for Flamingo Land in Balloch (see here)
and a tourism development by Moulsdale Properties at Tarbet, where illegal tree felling took place (see 
here).                                                                               

“Earlier this month we submitted our draft Indicative Regional Spatial Strategy to the Scottish 
Government. In this document we identify strategic opportunities for climate and nature, the rural 
economy, Scotland’s health and wellbeing and Scotland’s people”                                         
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“The National Park is a strategic asset for Scotland. The map on page 3 [above] shows the long 
term strategic opportunities for the area that can help deliver for the following outcomes: 

“Prepared at the request of the Scottish Government to help inform the drafting of National Planning 
Framework 4, it should be noted that this draft strategy has not yet been consulted on. It is intended 
only to set out current thinking and consideration of the strategic scale changes needed to support 
transition to net zero, green recovery and a more inclusive society. These are as much dependent on 
behavioural changes as strategic development and investment and a holistic approach is required to 
support and drive forward delivery. Members of the National Park Planning and Access Committee 
endorsed the key strategic challenges and opportunities for the National Park area at a meeting on the 
31st August 2020. Full stakeholder engagement and consultation will form a key part of the process to 
prepare the formal Regional Spatial Strategy in due course.” …                                                             

“National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) will be a long-term development plan for Scotland up to 2050, 
setting out where development and infrastructure will be needed to support sustainable and inclusive 
growth. … ”                                                    

“Strategic Tourism Opportunities 

Arrochar, Tarbet, Balloch, and Callander are locations where new strategic tourism development 
opportunities are currently encouraged. Within the countryside, the focus is on improving the visitor 
experience of the National Park through provision of high quality recreation and access opportunities 
including a network of paths, visitor facilities and infrastructure. Development in these areas will assist 
in establishing and reinforcing the character and role of these places as visitor destinations and 
gateways within the National Park. … ” 
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Compare and contrast latest tourism proposals with those in the LLTNPA Local Development Plan
2017-21. Why haveArrochar and Tarbet been “upgraded” to regional importance, while no mention is
made of Aberfoyle, Tyndrum, Blairmore or Drymen?

 

“New Tourism Opportunities  

Significant opportunity remains to encourage the tourism offer to move towards developing a stronger 
theme around sustainable and lower impact tourism and make more of the Park’s rich wildlife, 
landscapes and the wide range of recreation activities that attract longer staying visitors………..”

 

“Responding to the challenge of high visitor numbers

PARKSWATCHSCOTLAND
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 3
Footer Tagline



High visitor numbers can put pressure on some of the more accessible and popular places and 
landscapes within the Park, particularly on lochshores, in picturesque towns and villages, and along 
popular paths. Currently many of the visitors to the National Park largely travel into and through the 
National Park using motorised vehicles and high numbers of visitors puts pressure on the existing 
visitor infrastructure and some local communities.

From the above it would seem that LLTTNPA are intent on promoting developments in places already
experiencing visitor pressures, where the existing infrastructure is not coping e.g. along the A 82, and
in places where the residents (and others) don’t want further large tourist developments. This seems to
be blatant disregard of the issues currently being experienced by residents and tourists alike in the
National Park. At a Park Board Meeting before lockdown when Visitor Management was being
discussed, a Board Member suggested that the LLTTNPA Management should be
highlighting/promoting and encouraging the public to visit places in the Park other than the ‘hotspots’
where infrastructure does not meet demand. It appears that that suggestion fell on deaf ears, like so
many other suggestions by Board Members! Why are their views consistently ignored when they do
seem to do their homework AND apply some imagination?

I wonder if this excerpt from LLTTNPA blog (see here) will make any difference??

“We will now work with partners and neighbouring planning authorities to further discuss and explore 
linkages, opportunities and means for delivery …  Full stakeholder engagement and consultation will 
form a key part of the process to prepare the formal Regional Spatial Strategy in due course.”
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