
Dirty camping and camping incompetence- the case of Glen More
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No sooner had I complimented Forest and Land Scotland on how they had opened up their car parks in
Glen More to campervans (see here) than they did an about turn as a result of events on the weekend
that followed (see above).  FLS is now trying to close car parks in Glen More to campervans staying
overnight and the Cairngorms National Park Authority was quoted (in the next page of the article) yet
again as saying how they donâ??t really want to introduce camping byelaws to control what people do. 
What neither FLS nor CNPA have said is that almost all of the problems in Glen More have been
created by the failure of our public authorities and the Scottish Government to provide adequate
infrastructure for visitors.

 

The Glenmore campsite scandal

Another sign that contravenes the Trades Description Act 1968 which made it an offence
for businesses or salespeople to sell a product or service based on misinformation. 
Campers are NOT welcome by Camping the Forest.  Photo credit Alan Brattey

A large part of the problems in Glen More would disappear overnight if the Glenmore campsite
hadnâ??t been closed to the public by Camping in the Forest.
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When â??sorryâ?• is a meaningless term. Photo credit Alan Brattey

To add salt to the wound, Camping in the Forest appears to be policing the campsite, which provides
the best area for camping in the whole of Glen More, to prevent anyone from camping there informally:
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More false information.    The campsite is not private property but public land held on our
behalf by Scottish Ministers.  Photo Credit Alan Brattey

Camping in the Forestâ??s actions force people to camp in far more sensitive areas.

The Glenmore campsite is owned by Forest and Lands Scotland and leased to â??Camping in the
Forestâ?• by Scottish Ministers.   The Minister responsible, Fergus Ewing, last week was reported in the
Strathy as calling on Camping in the Forest to re-open the campsite:
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This â??blastâ?? from Fergus Ewing was bizarre.  Since FLS own the land, why doesnâ??t he, as the
responsible Scottish Government minister, simply ask his department to terminate the lease?  A well
drafted lease will normally contain provisions for how it may be terminated in exceptional circumstances
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(I have requested a copy under  Freedom of Information laws).  Even if the lease has been poorly
drafted and does not contain such a provision, as Minister responsible Fergus Ewing could offer to buy
out the leases now and hand the land over to someone prepared to manage it in the public interest.

Camping in the Forest is not, however, an organisation totally independent of government.  It operates
16 campsites across the UK on land owned by what was the Forestry Commission.  As far as I can
ascertain all 16 â?? they include not just Glen More but campsites at Cashel on Loch Lomond and
Cobleland in the Trossachs â?? are run by â??Camping in the Forest LLPâ?• (Limited Liability
Partnership).  While this is controlled by the Camping and Caravanning Club Ltd (see here), the
Forestry Commission is listed as the other, minority, shareholder and supplies one of the two Directors
of the company:

PARKSWATCHSCOTLAND
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 7
Footer Tagline

https://beta.companieshouse.gov.uk/company/OC370500/persons-with-significant-control


PARKSWATCHSCOTLAND
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 8
Footer Tagline



In other words Mr Ewing, as lead Minister for Forestry, would appear to have an interest in the lease not
just as the lessor but the lessee.  As part owner of the company, the â??Forestry Commissionâ?• could
ask Camping in the Forest to re-open all its campsites in the public interest.

The accounts of Camping in the Forest show that as lessee the Forestry Commission had been
receiving income (Â£411,215 for 2019)  from these campsites each year:

 

It is possible that when the Forestry Commission was split up in April 2019 Mr Ewing, who led the
negotiations on behalf of the Scottish Government, waived any rights to the income derived from the
three campsites in Scotland that were part of the Camping in the Forest portfolio.  If that was so, further
investigation would be merited. It appears more likely, however, that Mr Ewing reached some
agreement on how income from Camping in the Forest would be apportioned between England and
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Scotland.  Assuming that is the case, by allowing all three Scottish campsites to remain closed, Mr
Ewing is depriving forestry in Scotland of much needed income and the Strathspey area of some much
needed jobs.

It would be in the public interest to know if Camping in the Forest has received any money from the UK
Government to furlough staff or any other compensation as a rural business (Mr Ewing was responsible
for the disbursement of grants to rural businesses in Scotland during the Covid-19 crisis)

Mr Ewing clearly now needs to act very quickly to address this disastrous situation for which he holds
ultimate responsibility and transfer all three Camping in the Forest campsites in Scotland to alternative
operators who will act in the public interest.

 

The consequences of the campsite closure and additional infrastructure needed

With the main campsite closed, Glen More, as the most popular visitor destination in the Cairngorms
National Park, would be under pressure at the best of times.  But with the rise in staycations as a result
of Covid-19 and people being urged to take their holidays in Scotland by First Minister Nicola Sturgeon,
it is not surprising the glen has been overwhelmed.  Local people â?? I met two last week near the
summit of Creag Meagaidh who had been doing litter picks â?? and local forestry and National Park
staff have been left to sort out the mess.  The madness is illustrated by the local office of Forest and
Land Scotland taking on 16 extra part-time staff to help manage visitors â?? heaven knows how they
are paying for this â?? when their ultimate boss is failing to act to address the most fundamental part of
the problem and appears to have cut off a source of income that might have helped pay for this.

The top priority is to create capacity in and around the glen to meet the influx of visitors.  Even if the
campsite re-opened tomorrow, there would be insufficient capacity.

Top priority should be toilet provision.  When the visitor influx started, Forest and Land Scotlandâ??s 
toilets at its visitor centre in Glenmore were still closed:
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Screenshot taken 30th July â?? AFTER the toilets had been re-opened

While the toilets have now been re-opened â?? see below â?? itâ??s hardly surprising there was a
disgusting faecal mess in some of the area if people had â??nowhere to goâ?•.

There has, however, been a broader issue with toilet capacity ever since Mr Ewing pushed the
Cairngorms National Park Authority to consent to two new houses being built opposite the campsite
where a public toilet was previously located.   Glen More is a prime area for mobile toilets, as I have
previously advocated (see here).

The other pressing issue is capacity for campervans and more specifically large mobile homes.  The
extent of the issue is illustrated by the data (see here) that Alan Brattey has collected from surveys over
the last two weeks, some of which was published in the Strathy today.  The data shows the extent of
the demand for campervans â?? almost 100 a night at the weekend (suggesting that many
campervanners are in fact Scottish voters) â?? and how this has been affected since Forestry and Land
Scotland tried to close its car parks overnight.

While in my view Forestry and Land Scotland should re-open its car parks to vehicles overnight, larger
mobile homes should be asked to stop off elsewhere.  The problem is that they are far too big for many
of the car parks and take up space at the expense of others.   There are two obvious places which
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could be used for this purpose in the short-term, like on the continent where large mobile homes are
directed to car parks on the fringe of settlements: the parking areas around the   Aviemore Centre and
the Coire na Ciste car park.

In the medium term what is needed to reduce traffic pressure in the glen is a park and ride from
Aviemore, as was floated in the Cairngorm and Glenmore Strategy.  However, if it had even a shred of
enterprise, Highlands and Islands Enterprise would now be facilitating mobile homes to stop off in Coire
na Ciste.  HIE has failed completely to act on proposals from entrepreneurs to provide facilities for
campervans in the Ciste (electric hookups, toilets etc) which might have brought some much needed
income into Cairngorm Mountain.  This possibility now gets a token mention in HIEâ??s latest version
of a vision for the mountain.  Donâ??t expect anything to happen.   Alan Bratteyâ??s survey recorded
35 mobile homes in the Ciste Car Park on just one single night.  If provided with facilities at Â£10 a
night, that could bring in over Â£1500 a week of income to Cairn Gorm.  That would be a far better
capital investment than spending Â£10-15m on repairing the funicular and could be done now with a
supine CNPA expediting every Planning Application that is placed before it by HIE.

Taking this argument further, the current situation in Glen More shows the complete stupidity of
HIEâ??s plan to repair the funicular railway.  The area needs no more summer visitors and, as Alan
Mackay showed this week (see here), the funicular is not the way to bring back winter visitors, who are
needed, to the area.  Mr Ewing could usefully be instructing the agency for which he is responsible to
spend some of the money set aside to repair the funicular on providing basic visitor infrastructure in the
glen.  That is the real priority.

The response of our public authorities to the problems in Glen More
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Strathy 30th July

While Graeme Prest, the FLS Manager, stated to the Strathy that peopleâ??s behaviour was
â??unacceptableâ?•, it is arguable he had but little choice to do this in a culture where it is always the
individual who is blamed for the failings of our public authorities.  His statements that the re-opening of
the toilets â??have been helpful in managing the influx of visitorsâ?• and the â??lack of a formal
campsite has resulted in some visitors arriving at the site but not having any other options in placeâ?•
show what the real causes of the problems were.

While having the power to control entry vehicle to their car parks, FLS have not gone in heavy handed
against people who have broken their rules.  Instead they are currently allowing people to stay if they
agree to leave the next morning.  This is a welcome contrast to the Loch Lomond and Trossachs
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National Park Authority where public authorities have been abusing their powers and charging dozens
of people (see here), .  It seems that FLS has retained some ability to distinguish between responsible
and irresponsible behaviour, as set out in our access legislations and the Cairngorms National Park
Authority appears to have been taking a similar line (see here).  (However the statement that â??At no
time, should anyone be lighting a fire in the Cairngorms National Park, posing a risk to people, property
and our natural heritageâ?• is wrong.  You have a right to light a fire under the Scottish Outdoor Access
Code and there clearly are some places in the Cairngorms National Park where you could do this
responsibly).

Any plan for the future should be based on allowing people who exercise their access rights responsibly
to continue to do so.  The problem, however, is that neither the CNPA nor FLS are setting out what
infrastructure is needed on the ground to enable people to enjoy the area without adversely affecting
the natural heritage or the local people that stay there.  Without a plan, starting with getting Fergus
Ewing to re-open the campsite, the pressure on staff to try and restrict the area to visitors will increase. 
All that will do, just like the disastrous Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park camping byelaws, is
displace the problems elsewhere.

 

What needs to happen

Visitor Management at Glen More is as much of a test of the Cairngorms National Park Authority as
east Loch Lomond has been to the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority.  The problem
is not just that there has been a failure to implement the Cairngorm and Glen More strategy â?? not
helped by HIE failing to deliver any of what was promised for Cairn Gorm â?? but that this plan is no
longer fit for the purpose.   An emergency summit, that includes not just local agencies but local people
and all the recreational and environmental organisations with a stake in the area, should be called to
agree the basic building blocks for a new plan.

As for resources, besides re-opening the Glenmore campsite, Mr Ewing should instruct HIE to use
some of the money earmarked to repair the funicular on providing basic facilities in Coire na Ciste
which would reduce pressure on the area.

The other MSP for the local area, Finance Secretary Kate Forbes,yesterday announced a Â£14m
subsidy to keep owners of large hotels going over the winter (see here) because of the  â??important
contributionâ?• they make to the Scottish economy.  A similar sum of money could have addressed
most of the gaps in visitor infrastructure which are causing problems at present (my rough estimate was
Â£10m would provide a good start).

There are plenty of resources.  The fundamental question is when is the Scottish Government going to
provide infrastructure to help people enjoy the countryside and protect our finest landscapes on which
the rural hotel trade depends?
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