
The corona crisis – time to open up decision making in our National Parks

Description

Sales of newspapers have plummeted during the corona crisis risking yet more jobs.   The Strathy has
done a brilliant job of holding public authorities like the Cairngorms National Park Authority and HIE to
account so if live in the local area, please keep supporting it and local newsagents

This letter from David Fallows about the need for the Cairngorms National Park Authority to webcast
Board Meetings speaks for itself.  It’s something I have been calling for for both our National Parks
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ever since the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority unlawfully held 13 Board Meetings
in secret to decide their camping byelaws.  David’s intervention is particularly welcome because he is a
former Board Member of the CNPA.

Its worth noting, however, the context for David’s letter.  The NPA website (see here) states “CNPA 
staff have ceased all site visits and field work”.   In effect this deems work which is aimed at protecting
the natural environment as “non-essential” during the crisis.  But at the same time its business as usual
when it comes to supporting businesses through the planning system:

The only changes that the CNPA have made to the planning system is that site visits won’t be
conducted – many people would see these as “essential” to enable Board Members to understand the
impact of planning applications fully – and meetings will no longer be conducted in public but by video
conference.   If that is the case its even more essential that ALL these meetings are webcast.
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https://cairngorms.co.uk/working-together/covid-19-coronavirus-update/#CTERG


 

What is essential work?

As an addendum, its worth noting the unnecessary problems that are being created by government’s
advice on who should be working during the corona crisis.  This is centred on what is essential or not,
rather than what is safe.  What’s deemed essential has varied between the UK and Scottish
governments and been decided differently from organisation to organisation across the UK.  Here are a
couple of examples from our National Parks.

While the CNPA is continuing with the planning system as normal, i.e classed it as essential, the Loch
Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority says its NOT processing new planning applications
because written notices can’t be safely put up on lampposts.  So, processing new planning applications
has been deemend essential in one National Park but not the other.

The CNPA, as I quoted above, has stopped its staff undertaking field surveys in the great outdoors,
while Nicola Sturgeon has clarified that window cleaners can go on cleaning windows as usual.  I am
sure both are safe, but if anything field surveys are even safer, so why is one essential and the other
not?  The consequences for the people involved are serious.    Many of the people who depend on
field surveys for their employment, and some of whom live in our National Parks, are now, completely
unnecessarily, out of work.  Unlike CNPA employees, those who are self-employed have been left
without any income and are having to wait to get money, either through Universal Credit or for the
payments the UK government has promised to the self-employed that are due to be paid………. in
June.

Surely our governments and public authorities could be managing this crisis a lot better than they are. 
All the more reason why all their decision-making needs to broadcast to us all as David Fallows stated
in his letter.
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