
Starvation on the Scottish hills

Description

Photo taken in Glenshee from the A 93 on 25 Feb 2020 – in the Cairngorms National Park.

Anyone trying to understand Scotland’s deer problem need only travel between Perth and Braemar
and see the herds of deer desperately seeking food and shelter in the snowy wilds.

This photo is taken close to the location where Brian Shackleton filmed masses of deer on the move a
few years ago (see here).

There are still far too many deer on the nearby estates of Balmoral, Invercauld and Tulchan, and nearly
20 years of effort by Scottish Natural Heritage to persuade these estates to reduce deer numbers to
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levels appropriate for the habitat and the deer’s own welfare have failed (see here). This failure was
well exposed in the Sunday Mail on 23 Feb and once again demonstrates the urgent need for
legislative change to impose public control over deer management in the face of private neglect:
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At the heart of the problem is a reliance on traditional methods of deer management on these estates
which appear to have changed little over the last 100 years. This is illustrated in a video describing a
recent day’s stalking at Balmoral (see here) which shows how the enjoyment of a sporting experience
seems more important than effective management of the grazing pressure on the habitat.

Balmoral and its fellow estates in the South Grampian Deer Management Group need to learn how
deer are controlled on Glenfeshie Estate, further west in the Cairngorms National Park. Sustained
culling of deer, through many months, by night and day, is required to secure deer population levels
appropriate to the available habitat. Otherwise no trees will regenerate on Balmoral and its neighbours
as thousands of deer wander the snow covered hills desperately trying to avoid starvation.
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