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The Allt Mhuic — can the impact of run of river hydro schemes be mitigated?

Description

Glacuraich 1034n 1 Glen D[J'l:lflfh

Loch Quaich

TE) ) Piachaaeed Lvisgghri e

this is Gleouraich, o popular Munro obove Loch Quoich

and tucked in behind is Glen Quoich, seen in these old photas
from the South Cluanie Ridge, and (inset) from the summit
maadest estate trocks went up the twe branches.

Slide credit David Jarman

Last week the full Highland Council decided to approve the remaining three Glen Etive hydro schemes
(see here). It was clear during the debate that a number of Councillors voted for the proposals
because they believed the impacts of construction could be mitigated and the landscape restored to

close to its existing state.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-47626650
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w eaple llke to climb Gleouraich
\‘ \\\c ish Brown calls the stalkers’ path which winds up it

“the finest in the Highlands' - indeed.
Slide Credit David Jarman

While that is occasionally the case, so far across Scotland its been the exception, not the rule. Partly
as a result of poorly designed and conceived schemes and partly as a result of lack of enforcement by
Planning Authorities, hydro developers have trashed many Highland Glens.

Page 2
Footer Tagline



PARKSWATCHSCOTLAND
Address | Phone | Link | Email

they aven ghimpse it fram
the suvrvint slaipe

but this is what people naw
see, from the stalkers’ path ...

... looking onto Glen Quoich,
ance the mast secluded af
backwaters hetween Glen Shiel
and Knoydart,

same shrug.
some are devastated,
like the land.

Slide Credit David Jarman

Those Councillors who get out into our hills now appreciate the damage that can be caused — and all
credit to them. Other Councillors — or National Park Board Members — seem unaware of what is being
done under their aegis.
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- why carve g new track E - why fap every wee side burn, with
side, dup.‘fixﬁr&e | odge P not much foll, and often quite low ?

Slide Credit David Jarman

While Parkswatch has documented the extensive damage in our National Parks, it has generally
refrained from covering other areas of Scotland — Glen Etive being the main exception. David Jarman,
a former planner who has campaigned for Wild Land in Scotland, compiled slides on the impact of 13
schemes, good and bad, for Save Glen Etive.
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the Highlands The Minch
ULLAPOGL
Glen Quaich 1
12-17 Gleann Clo-oig, Kinlecharkalg 2 12
18- 20 Kingairioch 3 10
21-24 Auich, Bridge of Orchy 4 13 ] HVERNESS
25 Loch Eilt, Morar % ol :
26-29 Ceannacroc, Glen Moriston 5
30-34 Gleann nam Fladh, Affric 3
a5-39 Liatrie pinewoed, Glen Cannich 7 1 Cairry
40-43 Carn nan Gobhar, Mullardach 2
44-49  Monar Lodge, Strathfarrar 9 - ey
50-51 Moruisg, Achnasheen 10 -
52 Famnich Lodge 3
53-58 Grudie Bridge, Loch Maree 12
59 -84 Coulags, Strath Carron i3 by
&5 a summing ug - Yocn
Lomond &

these schemes just hoppen to be ones we have come across while going about the
Highlands in the lost few pears - there are mony more, and this is not o Semple survey!

mast of them we consider very or disastrously intrusive, but o few show what con be 4
done, [oimprove the bad, or If we hove to sacrifice any more of i
our wild Highlands. 3

Slide Credit David Jarman

You can view the evidence from all David’s slides (here). With David’s permission, | thought it worth
featuring the slides from the first two schemes on parkswatch.
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http://saveglenetive.co.uk/restoration-failure/
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the web of trocks ramifies to nUMerous Weirs
in both Wester and Easter Glen Quaich

Sgurr a” Mhaoraich 1027m Sgurr an Dolre Leathain 1010m

Arm Bathach (amraw - next slids)

The Glen Quoich and Gleann Cia-aig schemes are, as the crow flies, the two closest to the Allt Mhuic
scheme which Highland Council will consider tomorrow (see here). While the Allt Mhuic is much less
well known than Glen Etive, it too flows from an area of Wild Land and the Highland South Planning
Committee gave considerable attention to the mitigation proposals before rejecting it (see here).
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https://www.highland.gov.uk/meetings/committee/52/the_highland_council
https://parkswatchscotland.co.uk/2019/03/15/glen-etive-hydro-schemes-and-democracy-in-the-highlands/
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The concerns of the Highland South Planning Committee were based on local knowledge of what had
happened with other hydro schemes hereabouts, including Gleann Cia-aig (see below). | hope that all
councillors and all members of National Parks now make it their business to understand what has been
happening across the Highlands.
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o yedr later - and one of the tracks has been extended
right into o precious, steep-sided coire-glen

More often than not, the impact has been disastrous and the attempts at mitigation not worthy of that
description. That was why all Councillors at the South Planning Committee which considered the Allt
Mhuic were agreed that the proposed mitigation measures needed to be strengthened.
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tiwe big borrow pits, to build all these
trocks = they will long remain
CONSpiCUous scars

After the Etive decision, there is a risk now that the full Council will adopt a lower standard of mitigation
than the South Planning Committee adopted for the Allt Mhuic before rejecting it (improved
powerhouse design and tracks narrowed to 1.8m). That would be a disastrous step backwards. |

hope Highland Council do the right thing and that, if they decide to approve the Allt Mhuic, they insist
on the highest standards possible.

| will leave David Jarman’s slides of Gleann Cia-aig, which is almost next door in geographical terms,
to speak for themselves.

Gleann Cia-aig hydro scheme
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Srona’
Ghairbh

Loch Lochy

.

Géogle Earth

2 Gleann Cia-aig d
this side valley provides g main aecess to the Lochy a&

o woodland path used to ascend by the Eas nd join a forest road.
above the ‘beauty spat’ falls, it na»?qa hm.rse and ascends o 2igzag access road biasted out of the rock.

Slide Credit David Jarman
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below :
how green was my
woodland path

Lach ."".r.l".i:l.li’,

zigzag road blasted out of
rockfoace can just be seen in
dork sector of image

A a\)\‘

Slide Credit David Jarman
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the crude, over-engineered occess road leaves indelible rockwall scars and spoil banks.,
wnnecessary ‘urban’ signage proliferates.
this scheme is on Forestry Commission Scotlond land.
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fand barr]'r:ades,l could not be mare intrusive.
many walkers come this way. .
no-one has cared a fot to blend the_s:ﬁedw_ irn.
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