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An Camus Mor and the new local development plan
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OPINION

Readers’ letters

Village's green lung
must be protected

CONGRATULATIONS mo the Old Brides
T i Awibermore for hosting te waoild
premieres of Patagonia’s film “Right to
Roam?

“This event lust Thursday initiated u
Euwropean tour to highlight the advennres
of tum sninwhaarders, American Alex
Yoder and Canadian Marle-France Foy as
they raplored the Tighlands last winter in
a surprisingly successhul guest for snowy
climbs and descente.

TInderlving their adventure was
unstinting praisc lor Scotland's world
clazz right to toam lemiclation, experthy
described in the film by local enthusiast
Lauren MacUallum.

Whar a piece of luck for our tourist
incustry - two of North America’s star
snowboarders promuoting Scollish saow,
arccess rights and our culiural heritage o
the wider wordd, all paid lor by an sutdoor
clothimg firm.

The film should be commlsary
viewing for VisitSeotland stall wnd all our
politiclans,

Perhaps we should not be surprised -
Patagonla has 18 orlgins in Scotland,

Its American founder, the climber,
skicr and surfor, Yeon Chovimard, visited
scotland in 1970 and purchased a brighdy
coloured mughy shirt.

Back home he realised the wough
material and high collar were ideal for
rugged autdoor pursuits, with colours
likely v appeal 1w e rapidly expanding
generations of autdoor enthusiasts,

From this single shirt developed one
of the world's most successful outdoor
clathimg manutacharers - taday Patagonia
empluys over 2,000 peaple worldwide
i edght offices with annual revenues In
ereress of SE00 millinn.

It is alsw o leading force in protecting
the warld's land, rivers and nceans - every
vear one per cent of its sales, or len per
cent of its annual profit, whichever is the
largen, is allocated to an environmental
Tund whase primary purpose is to support
local aclivisis,

Under Chouinard's leadership
Patagoia los laid down Qe edical
benchmark that the rest of business
should tollow.

But e suprens: irsary is that while tae
Patagonla team were singing the pralses
of Sevtland’s aocess legislation just across
the Hiver Spey was the greatest threat to
that legislation.

The proposed An Camiass Mor howsing
development on Rothlemurchus estate is
the supreme example of what Patagonia
has been fighting against for most of s
eniEremne

Where else would a private landowner
b allowed 1o carry oul a massive houwsing
development in the heart of a nadanal
park and destroy eoensive tracts of
namrally regenerating native pine and

hirchwnood - trashing one of the best
areas in the Cairgorms Mational Park,

AN CAMAS MOR: has baan aarmarkad far up to 1500 homas in the next 26 ta 30
yaars. The site is pictursd hayand Aviensora oppar cantral saction of the phatagraph.

for demanstrating rewdlding and the
restaration of native hahitats?
Where else would a development
of 1500 nesw houses also requine the
repulation of public access over lange
areas of forest and woedland, way beyond
the actual develnpment site, with bvelaws
the: enly certain way of achieving teal
repulation?
Surely the time hay Come [og,
a cormprb Buy-out ofmost of
Finthigmurehags essate =0 that an
aliepnative plan for An Camas Mor can be
Protnaed
Aviemaore needs a green hang - a new
bridge across the Spey for walkers and
cyclists, with the extensive development
of trails, sports and refreshment facilitics,
willy sensilive regard for natural habitats,
and no housing
The: top priarity bnr hmasing should be
social housing development elsewhere in
Aviamnre and nther communities in thie
strsth, coupled with a decent bus service
10 connect everyone gether
Yayhe Pataponia cam be persuaded 1o
returm to Avicmone and make a flm about
thie nther side of the Tiver and how 1o stop
a craxy housing project.
Dave Morris
2 Bishop Tarraca
Klnnosawesad
Kinrgss,

Excessive and brutal
response by state

OME camnn tail 1o have haen minved by
the seenes of vielence in Catalonla, as
Spanish forces attacked unarmed voters.

Whatever the view on Catalonia's right
1o hald siieh a vote o Tl the Pedpoiiae
by the Spantch narlonal government
wits hrutal and excessive, leading o B44
penple beinge injured.

The sight of people being dragged
Tron polling stativns by baton wielding

police and the dizabled being attacked
inwheclchairs has nio place in a modem
western democTacy,

(Ine cannot praits highly Faough the
calmmnessedvEimanityuid bravery of e
Caralan pecplewhen faced with such acts

fainlrnoe.

Wliat is deeply disuppointing is the
muted esponse from the intemarional
commumnity, which bar o few exceptions
auch as Angela Merkel, the Belgian I'rme
Melimieter Charles Michel and Micola
Brurgeon, has been largely silent

While the European Union may argue
that this is a domestic situation, in the
ppast it has been willing o act in such
mamers,

Tn 2000, for example, it imposed
diplemalic sunctions vn Ausiria when
Joerx Halder's estreme right wing
Austrian Freedom Party entened the
BOvVernment.

Thie: Tary Gavernmient is sa mormlly
bankrugt thut litde more was 1o be
expected than the pathetc response from
the Foreign wind Commonwealth Office
twhem It referred to Spaln as a “close ally
amicd & gond friend, whnse sirength and
mity madters (o us’

‘Lhere was no condemnation of the
winlence, hut the UK Government is so
tweakened due to Brexit that it requires
pvery scrap of suppaort it can gather, even
if it means turming a hlind eye o such
pbwious brutality.

One suspects that if there was any
doartht presamasly meer Catalonia’s desire
for imdependence, the actions of the
fApanish state have pushed it well and
fruly duwn this mwd.

Alex Orr
Flat 2, 77 Leamington Tarraca
Edinburgh.

Shooting is vital for
our rural economy

DICTNRER heralds rthi statt of thie

The current debate on An Camas Mor is likely to carry into the
consultation on the new Local Development Plan. (Letter 5th October
— Dave Morris is fellow campaigner and friend of mine).
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Arguably the most important item on the agenda of the Cairngorms National Park Authority Board
Meeting on Friday (link to papers) was the Local Development Plan. The current five year plan was
approved two and a half years ago but the consultation for the next one is due to start at the end of the
year. The Board was being asked to consider the draft “Main Issues Report” for consultation. It
contains many important issues (which | will come back to) and a significant discussion about An
Camas Mor.

When the CNPA Board renewed the planning permission for An Camas Mor for a paltry £203 under
Section 42 of the Planning Act in the summer, part of their argument was they had no choice but to do
so. This was because the land at An Camas Mor was set aside for housing in the existing Local
Development Plan. There is a danger here of a circular argument, planning permission is granted
because a new town at ACM is in the Local Development Plan and then the Local Development Plan
allocates the site for a new town because...... its been granted planning permission. This could go on
for years!

In what | see as a significant development the Main Issues report .identifies a way out of this circular
argument based on the Scottish Government’s targets(for new build housing in the National Park:

We will continue to work-with the site owners and their design team to deliver An Camas Mor.
However, it is also possible that An Camas Mor will not be delivered. The next Local
Development Plan needs to be able to adapt to those circumstances if they happen and have
alternative ways of meeting the National Park’s housing land requirements in the event that
the site is unable to be developed.

The argument is that if ACM is not built, the CNPA’s proposed housing targest would be missed so the
CNPA is suggesting setting aside alternative land for housing. Its suggestion is land at the northern
edge of Aviemore which, it says:

“Is close to the existing road network, mains water supplies, sewage infrastructure and
electricity supplies and would link to existing services and facilities in Aviemore.”

In other words, the infrastructure costs associated with development would be signficantly less and so
make the development more likely to go ahead. If that is the case, however, why not just choose the
site now and ditch ACM?
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Figure 3 Anticipated housing delivery rates excluding the An Camas Moér new
settlement
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Extract from Main Issues report

There is lots of other interesting information in the report (the/(CNPA is in a different league to the Loch
Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority when it-comes to providing evidence about its plans —
the draft LLTNPA National Partnership contains\na_proper evidence). This evidence | believe will
further assist with opening up a debate about whether ACM is a sensible solution to the Park’s housing
problems. Take the chart abeve(which excludes ACM which is projected to provide 50
accommodation units a year till'it reaches 1500). This shows that in 2020 and 2021 new housing
completions will exceed the Park’s target and by my reckoning this surplus offsets the shortfall
between 2023 and 2026. From then on the projected shortfall is only 20 houses a year, far less than
the 50 a year ACM claims it will provide. So, why is ACM needed on the Park’s projected “Annual
Housing Land Requirement”?

If the Park’s projections of either demand or supply are wrong and fewer new houses are needed — for
example if the number of vacant houses in the National Park could be reduced — there would be no
justification for ACM at all.

The Local Development Plan is also proposing to increase the proportion of affordable housing in new
housing developments from the Scottish benchmark of 25% to 45% in Aviemore and Blair Atholl
because of the shocking levels of low pay in the National Park (average pay is well below the Scottish
average). Now, | think this is a commendable move in the right direction, even if its not clear if this
applies to ACM as well as Aviemore. It should do though and, if it did, it would be very interesting to
know if ACM would still go ahead (because of the high cost of new infrastructure).

Although the CNPA is saying in the Main Issues Report that it will do all it can to facilitate ACM, the
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logic of the Plan and the evidence seems to me to point to a different conclusion: that is it would be
much better use of public money to plan for social housing elsewhere NOW and not wait for ACM to
fail. This would also avoid an access stushi and, most important of all, the destruction of one of the
finest areas of regenerating native woodland (see here) in the National Park. The consultation on the
Local Development Plan offers an opportunity to stop the new town madness that is An Camas Mor
and for the CNPA to meet its objectives both for conservation and sustainable development.
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