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HIE’s destruction of skiing at Cairngorm

Description

Readers’ letters

More ski
uplift is
heeded

HIGHLANDYS and Islands Enterprise
(TTTE), writh thie: suppart of the
mouniain's sperator Caimgorm
Mountaln Lod (CMLY Manural
Retrears (MR ], complesed clear-
{elling the entire line of twwers on the
Wit Wall Chairlift this past weak,
and have now commenced cutting
down the lower Ciswe chaiglifi, As we
watched, heasy plant smashed apart
the West Wall chairlift drive seatinm.

The demuolition is oot lioited w e
twen chairlifts. Teams of personnel are
presenly also al work removing snow
femcing [and therefore the sk runs) at
the Aanach.

We expect work will most likely
start soon o the removal of snow
fencing which form the ski runs wt the
East Wall traverse, the Aonach Hidge,
and the circuitons rowte through
Coire Laogh Mor

‘This sowow fencing is critical for
ansuring access to the Bast Wall ski
runs, for maintaining saew holding
into Codre Laopgh Mo, and for
ansarng a numhber of return routes
remain skiable back v the Ciste
carpark,

Trwas a way for salf-sufficient
akders enjoy a bt more of Colre na
Ciste, despite the operator’s wplift
remioval.

Withwut this fencing, the number
of davs in which these =ki runs are
enmplete, and in which it is possible
1o ekd to thee Clzte Carpark, would be
signibicamthy reduced.

This demalition has been
instgated by HIE utlllskng £267, 000

of public funds, without public
ronsultation, againse the siromg
wishes ol the community, and
despite both HIE and the mountain
operatnT heing made aware this year
of the community nterest in taking
over comtrol af the Coire na Clste site
and chairifts.

Such is e determination 1w
completely clear the Colre na Clste
rhairlifrs, and ensare that no part o
the Nt system would be useful on the
mrmntain agaim, that the contractor s
simply cutting the twwers fom their
bases, rather than undeing the balis,

Further, the towers themsehvas
howve been cut in h:l]f..ms;uhi.ng
im them now heing omby fit for
SCIAPPIng.

10 the contraclors gel as far as
demialishimge the Hft tower bases then
it will he diffirnlt and expensive o
pain planning permission (o re-erect
rhairlifrs in Coite na Ciste in the
[etawre,

1he same is true for the prospect @l
reinstating any of the fencetbski runs
pn the mountain's remober maris,
which are Iikelyto dooibe lose.

M e fotse p bt ackidns, once
uﬂ'ﬂ‘.l'plﬂe. will Ferelone make
Itrneh Wiore difficult for any
commumnity hady to bring about the
chuange ol strategic direction that is
reguired to upscale the mouniain
business and oabe il o destination of
cholce for smow-sports enthusiasts
as itwas when Caim Gorm was
Seotland's premicr snow-sporis anea
[an aceolade that has been lost).

HIE's press release promised that
the public would be kept abreast of
demialition progress by the mauntain
rpeTatne As it stands tnday, the
pubdicity froan the mountain this
week Is for voga classes and a season
ticket promntinmn.

The majority of thelr customers
have only found out abmst the
demuolition works through our

publication of phetographs.
Clearty they do not fesl that it

CHRE HACIETE: Toppled lift towers.

is inn their custommens’ inlerests w
publiclse what ks going on behind the
soanes until, presumably, after the
demolition event has been concluded
= b which point it will of coorse be
oo late.

‘Lhe past 10 vears have, despite
a saries of 100,000 plos skier day
winbers, seen the removal of the
White: Lady T-Bar, the Flacaill T-Bar,
the relocation of the Link Pama, the
removal of the Aonacl Poosa, the
replacement of the Shieling Tow with
a o tove, and mow thie remaoval of
thir Ciste Base Station, Ciste clairlills,
and pistas

The Duyludge Poma would alse
heave been removed was 1t nod for a
puhblic owtery preventng it a decade
agn. In real terms, this equates toa 33
et cent red vetion i e mountain's
total uplift capaciey.

The “core Ll model chosen on
Calrm Gorm which led to thiz uplift

reduction is a very different basiness
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approach o the model chosen by the

ather Scotrish ski centres.

Al the other ski centres they
operate opporiunistically and
maintain low overheads, When the
snow is here, they have erowgh Lift
capacity o get e maxicnum possible
number of customers onio their
pespective bills i any ooe day.

This results in the maximum
pnssihle mumber of dckets sold each
dary, undd their customers are able
w access the masdmum possible
amount of termin that snoew permits.

1his ensures bath customer
sarisfaction, and reduces the fift
compamy's reliance on a long scason:
Just a fesw “big weekends' will

pay them dividends, The pitfalls
ol the approach al CaimGorm
Mountain are abvious, and Strathy
residers can draw their owm
conclusions ws W ils suocess,

Jamie Johnstons
Sava Ui Clsta Campalgn
Aviemors & Edinburgh

Date for Rotarians

THE Rotary Club of Spey Valley will
he Al vears ald in September

W are lodding o dinner in Aviegnore
on September 27 to celebrate the dme
since wewere granted our charter
Eroan Rotary Interoational and we ane
Imvitingg all past mernbers, partners and
anyanewith a strng commecriom with
our cluby

Dara Protection lmws prevent us
from keeping personal data for more
dIHJIH L'UIJ[.II.E U[}'\EHJS BO W dre
azking anvone who wishes to attend
this histaric dinner to get in tauch =o
thatwe can invite them along,

I cam be contacted by email ai
puscarnegice 1 S@gmailooo o by
calling {0 1475) 841744,

Gus Carnagha

Rotary Cluls of Spey Valloy
Urguhart Bras

Carrbridse

This letter in response to the current destruction of ski infrastructure in Coire na Ciste provides an
excellent summary of how downhill skiing has been managed by HIE at Cairngorm. It raises much
wider issues of what are National Parks are for.
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Also this week on BBC Highland there was a feature on HIE and Natural Retreats proposed dry ski
slope above the Coire Cas carpark. HIE’s vision for Cairngorm appears to have nothing to do with
outdoor recreation. At its centre is a dry ski slope and an expanded restaurant at the top of the
mountain where people are isolated from the natural environment by built structures.

By contrast the Coire na Ciste group’s vision appears founded on the understanding that what is
important to skiers at Cairngorm is the quality of the skiing and enjoyment of the natural environment.
Their proposals — which HIE appears hell bent on thwarting — are in essence an attempt to develop a
vision which fits the National Park’s objectives: conservation, enjoyment of the outdoors and
sustainable economic development.

Now there are questions about whether downhill skiing at Cairngorm is sustainable in the face of global
warming, questions that the Save the Ciste group has been trying to address. However, | think they
should be the starting point of public discussion about the future of Cairngorm. If they turned out not to
be sustainable, we should then move on to a debate about alternative uses which met the National
Park’s objectives and are based on the natural environment:

The CNPA should be leading thisidebate and helping facilitate the development of a vision for
Cairngorm. Instead, it appears completely subservient to HIE. The only way this is going to change
is if the recreational and conservation organisations get together with the local community and develop
an alternative plan for Cairngorm.
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