
The LLTNPA attack on outdoor recreation continues â?? at Milarrochy

Description

Milarrochy, on east Loch Lomond, has been used by people to launch boats for years. Its one
reason why the shoreline around the bay is a shingle beach and devoid of grass â?? a sign of
thousands of people enjoying themselves here.

 

Three years ago I knew nothing about boating on Loch Lomond and, if you had asked me about the
Loch Lomond byelaws, â?? the ones that control boat users on the Loch â?? my response would have
probably been along the lines of â??anything which controls speedboats must be a good thingâ?•.  That
way of thinking, which I am afraid was born out of ignorance on my part, is exactly why we have ended
up with camping byelaws.   The view of the general population and local communities in the face of
relentless propaganda from the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority could fairly be
summed up as â??anything that stops people abandoning tents or having a rave on the lochside must
be a good thingâ?•    What I appreciate  now is that such views, whether about boating or camping,  are
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not just held out of ignorance, they ignore the rights of other people.   We should never condemn the
many because of the few, whether we are talking about campers or religion.

 

I have also learned in two years of campaigning against the camping byelaws that it has been boat
users, whether motorised or not, as represented by the Loch Lomond Association,  who have been the
strongest defenders of the right to camp in the National Park. So effective indeed has been their
opposition, that the LLTNPA deliberately excluded the Loch Lomond islands from the camping byelaw
consultation because of the trouble they knew this would create for them.

 

About six weeks ago the LLTNPA announced in a letter to registered motor boat users on Loch
Lomond that they intended to close the slipway at Milarrochy from 1st April.  There had been no
warning of this, no consultation and the â??decisionâ?• was taken by LLTNPA staff, not the Board,
allegedly on grounds of health and safety.    The nature of the â??decisionâ?• and the way its been
taken should be of concern to all recreational users of the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park
whether walkers, sailors, cyclists, fishermen and women, birdwatchers or anyone else who enjoys the
National Park.  â?¦â?¦â?¦â?¦â?¦â?¦â?¦..

 

The letter is full of the type of parkspeak which permeated the camping byelaw consultation â??we
want people to continue to enjoy this areaâ?• â?? â??speakâ?• for â??its another banâ?• â??
â??difficult decisionâ?• and â??striking a balanceâ?•:
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I therefore submitted an FOI request, along with a number of other people. about the basis of the
decision and a week ago received this response EIR 2017-018 Response Milarrochy.

 

Analysis of LLTNPA response by Peter Jack

Peter Jack, chair of the Loch Lomond Association, who has attended every Board Meeting for the last
two years as a member of the public, has undertaken an excellent analysis of the response which I am
pleased to be able to feature here.  Its well worth reading, to understand just how the Park operates, 
along with the Parkâ??s â??Health and safetyâ?• assessment which is pasted below it.
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https://parkswatchscotland.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/EIR-2017-018-Response-Milarrochy.pdf
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You can see the numbers of launches here Milarrochy March-Boat-launch-figures.   The LLTNPA
Health and Safety assessment consists of four lines â?? note the assessment which the LLNPA claim
to have undertaken is NOT on their website, the only information is that pasted below:
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https://parkswatchscotland.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Milarrochy-March-Boat-launch-figures.pdf
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I have commented before on the arbitrary exercise of authority by the National Park, but if the LLNPA is
allowed to take decisions on this basis, they could close down anything for health and safety reasons. 
Note the lie, motorboatsâ?¦â?¦â?¦.. must be dangerous for swimmers etc.   In fact, guess who lobbied
the LLTNPA to take action to ensure inadequate health and safety measures at one of the mass
swimming events in the lochs was addressed?  The LLA.  And its boating volunteers who provide the
voluntary escorts at these â??wild swimsâ?•.

 

The real reasons for the decision to close the Milarrochy slipway

 

This decision clearly has nothing to do with health and safety.  My initial view was that it was probably
about releasing park rangers to police the camping byelaws.   In the last paragraph of their response
the LLTNPA has used a spurious interpretation of my use of the word â??policingâ?• to avoid
answering the question on whether rangers were to be redeployed to chase off campers and I have
therefore refined my request..

 

However, I also think the motivation for stopping boat launches at Milarrochy could be to test out the
strength of the LLA with a view to deciding when the LLTNPA should start trying to extend the camping
byelaws to the Loch Lomond islands.  This decision was minuted at the Board Meeting in April 2015,
which approved the camping byelaws, and also appears, heavily disguised, in the draft  National Park
Partnership Plan which will be launched for consultation by the Board at their meeting on Monday:
â??The access and use of the Loch Lomond islands still requires attention to ensure their precious
habitats can thrive alongside land and water based recreational activity.â?•    The words â??still
requires attentionâ?• is code for more camping bans.    Every reason therefore for other recreational
groups to support the LLA in their efforts to get the Milarrochy â??decisionâ?• reversed.

 

Today though, I also came across this in the Operational Plan for the Park for the new financial year
under the Parkâ??s commercialisation programme.  :

 

 

I believe the kiosk is to be the old Ranger base at Milarrochy â?? so this looks like part of the
LLTNPAâ??s strategy to hand over as much of its property within the National Park as possible to
commercial businesses in return for rent.  The same commercialisation policy is driving the incremental
introduction of car parking charges  across the National Park.   I will comment on the Partnership Plan
in due course, but part of what needs to be changed within that plan is the neo-liberal ethos that sees
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National Parks as having to make money.  Some things should be beyond price and that includes the
right of people to launch boats onto the loch.

 

What needs to happen

 

The Board meeting on Monday needs to re-assert the need for decisions like this to be taken at Board
level and overturn the decision of staff to shut the Milarrochy slipway.   A test of the new Convener,
James Stuartâ??s, mettle.
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